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JOURNALISM AND MEDIA STUDIESCENTRE

Language Studies Cour ses offered to BJ students

CSSC1001.  Practical Chineselanguage coursefor social sciences students (3 credits)

This course aims at enhancing students’ knowledgk skills in practical Chinese writing in the
social sciences. Students will be introduced tgpkfiad Chinese characters, and will be trained to
write letters, proposals, reports, press releasésaanouncements. They will also acquire the skills
making public speeches and presentations. The eoum#lves extensive use of Chinese IT
applications.

Assessment: 50% coursework, 50% examination.

CUNDO0002. Practical Chinese language and Hong K ong society (3 credits)

This course is designed for Mainland students wité dual aim of providing them with an
opportunity to acquaint themselves with the esakfgatures of practical Chinese and paving the way
for them to arrive at a deeper, broader understgndf the Hong Kong culture. The key topics
include the Chinese language and the history ofgH¢ong, the spoken Chinese language and the
Hong Kong culture, traditional and simplified cheteas as well as the basic skills and principles in
language communication.

CUNDO0003. Cantonesefor Mainland students (3 credits)

This course is intended for non-Cantonese speaklamland students who may not have prior
knowledge of the dialect. It aims to describe tlasic characteristics of the Cantonese dialect; to
explore the phonetic structures of Cantonese; @aopgim students’ basic communication skills in daily
life; and to enable students to gain a proper wtdeding of the culture and people of Hong
Kong. Topics to be covered include the Cantonesad system, the Yale System of Romanization,
the phonetic, lexical and syntactic differences aatrespondences between Cantonese and
Putonghua as well as Hong Kong customs and comrenti

ECEN1901. Academic English for Social Sciences (3 credits)

This course introduces students to features ofkiapgand writing in English in an academic context.
Through small group work related to language asdigiinary issues the course develops abilities to
produce clear and coherent spoken and written disecdfor university study in the social sciences.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

ECEN1910. Professional Writing for the M edia (3 credits)

This course emphasizes skills and techniques thairibute to quality writing in English for the
general audiences of the media. Through group veord individual exercises, students develop
abilities in clear and concise media writing; pdimg context and attribution for information; using
accurate grammar, punctuation and quotation.

Assessment: 100% coursework.
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JUNIOR-LEVEL COURSES

JMSCO0101.  Principlesof journalism and the news media (6 credits)

This course offers an overview of issues in thetra of journalism and in the news media. Through
lectures and seminars, students explore how jasteaollect, process and deliver information, what
makes news, and the inner-workings of media orgdioizs.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

JMSC0102.  News reporting and writing workshop (6 credits) (This course is not offered to
non-BJ students)

This course offers training in basic reporting anding skills through lectures and intensive i
and out-of-class assignments that stimulate theréxpce of working for the news media. Over a
range of subjects, students will learn to writeadg concisely and accurately for the news media
under deadline pressure.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

JMSC0103. Statisticsfor journalist (6 credits)

Statistics is a crucial part of many news reportifgis also perceived by the public as the major
constituent of the “truth”. Some parties may imtdn manipulate the interpretation of statistics in
ways of being favorable to their vested interestcapable journalist should require asking righd an
sensible questions related to statistics and uléilpanform the readers in a fair manner. Thisvisy
journalists are required to understand and intégiegistics independently and critically. Usirgns

as the core of subject matter, this course isr&dldor the journalists’ need and experience, and
designed to enable student to apply basic conaodtatistics and rules of reporting statisticghe
practice of quality journalism. Good and bad exasmre studied to demonstrate the importance of
understanding statistics.

SENIOR-LEVEL COURSES

Semester 111 to VI

JMSCO0002. Newsreporting and writing wor kshop (6 credits)

This course offers training in basic reporting aniing skills through lectures and intensive iass
and out-of-class assignments that stimulate therexpce of working for the news media. Over a
range of subjects, students will learn to writeadle concisely and accurately for the news media
under deadline pressure.

Assessment:  100% coursework.

Prerequisite: JMSCO0101.

JMSCO0007. New media workshop (6 credits)

The class provides an overview of the impact oftalignedia on journalism and related ethical and
social issues. The practical element includes sramdtraining for the techniques for designing and
creating web-based content, including web logsdigitial photography.

Assessment:  100% coursework.

Prerequisite:  JMSCO0101.
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JMSC0008. Multimedia production (6 credits)

The class teaches the core elements of multiméaligtalling using the latest digital tools develdpe
by professionals. Students learn to merge phopbgravideo, sound, and graphics to produce
interactive websites.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: IMSC0101.

JMSCO0017. Featurewriting (6 credits)

This course offers advanced training in writingtiea stories for the media. It aims to enable
students to recognize and evaluate quality worktaratquire the skills to do such work themselves.
It examines different types of feature stories ahdws how good reporting and good writing are
essential to producing stories that engage, infoemtertain and perhaps even inspire readers.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or IMSC0002.

JMSC0018. Chinese newswriting (6 credits)

Students will learn to developing Chinese newsimgiskills through lectures, reading appreciation
and intensive in-class and out-of-class assignmef@surse exercises include write breaking news
and feature stories for Chinese language news nuedier deadline pressure.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or JIMSC0002.

JMSC0019. Medialaw and ethics (6 credits)

This course presents an overview of problems anderos relating to media laws, media ethics and
ethical issues that affect journalists and jousmaliprofession. While the lectures and coursework
focus on Hong Kong, they also examine key globaktigmments.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: IMSC0101.

JMSC0025. Journalism traditions (6 credits)

This course offers a comparative study of the ti@as and history of journalism as a profession and
practice. It also examines the evolution of moderass media, including newspapers, magazines,
radio, and television, with a special focus on Gre€hina and Asia.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

JMSC0026. Independent study (6 credits)

This course provides for individual projects in foalism conducted under the supervision of an
instructor. Students engage directly in either :i@media production, reporting and writing, or a
project closely associated with the contemporaagtice of the news media.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or JIMSC0002.
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JMSC0027. Thepress, politics and gover nment (6 credits)

This course analyses the role of mass media arel affiannels of communication in local and
international political processes. The course éxamthe way in which governments communicate
through the media, and the role the media playithereindependent watchdogs or as tools of the
political system.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: IMSC0101.

JMSCO0033. Literaryjournalism (6 credits)

This course demonstrates how journalism can ris¢héolevel of quality non-fiction literature.
Students will read works of recognized quality proed in English in Asia and abroad, and analyze
why they succeed on a literary level. The cladkidéntify the tools and technigues writers employ
to construct evocative and enduring true storiegerQhis journey, students will become better
readers and better writers.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or IMSC0002.

JMSC0034. Covering China (6 credits)

The course introduces students to the social,igalliand economic issues of contemporary China

from the perspectives of working journalists. Waed the stories and how do reporters overcome the
obstacles of doing these stories? The coursealgitl give an overview of the state of the media in

China.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSCO0101.

JMSC0037.  Advanced Chinese newswriting (6 credits)

This course is designed for students interestguisuing an in-depth understanding of the writing
craft in Chinese. Students will be introduced tteeprise reporting and writing; essays and
commentaries writing.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101, JMSC0102 or IMSC0002 si&CD018.

JMSC0038. Visual journalism (6 credits)

This class provides a theoretical and practicaiémation of visual communication processes related
to desktop publishing, photography, layout, desagid Web information products. It also provides a
hands-on-element, covering the use of digital tomscreate logical graphical elements and
presentation pages for disseminating news in gridtonline media.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: IMSC0101.

JMSC0042. International news (6 credits)

This course will introduce students to some ofrtiggor global issues dominating international news.
The course will also have a practical element amdlve writing assignments.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or IMSC0002.
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JMSC0043. Reporting public health issues (6 credits)

This course will provide students with the basiowledge they require to report on medicine and
health in an intelligent, informed way. Participamtill learn about the medical profession and hbow i
functions and come to grips with some of the ethissues and dilemmas health reporters face.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or IMSC0002.

JMSC0044.  Special topicsin journalism | (6 credits)

This course provides for in depth studies on jolismaand media issues. Students may be required
to participate in seminars, conduct reporting angimeal research, and write one or more paperse Th
aim of the course is to develop a significant leMalinderstanding and insight into issues that lzawve
impact on the contemporary practice of journalisid the media.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: JIMSC0101.

JMSC0045.  Special topicsin journalism |1 (6 credits)

This course provides for in depth studies on jolismaand media issues. Students may be required
to participate in seminars, conduct reporting angimeal research, and write one or more papere Th
aim of the course is to develop a significant lexfalinderstanding and insight into issues that tzawve
impact on the contemporary practice of journalisid the media.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: IMSC0101.

JMSC0046. Introduction totelevision (6 credits)

This course surveys the television industry in Agdnerica and Europe with an emphasis on
analyzing the nature of television news and itsaatp Students examine the history of the industry,
develop research projects on its rapid developrimetite region, and study, 24x7 News, television
and news agendas.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

JMSCO0051. Teevision newswriting (6 credits)

This course provides intensive training in newdingitechniques for television. Hard news, feagure
current affairs, and documentary writing stylesl ¢ examined. Students study issues of story
development, language, and the marriage of wordpantures.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0046.

JMSCO0052. Television news production (6 credits)

This course provides an intensive introductioreichhiques of video shooting and editing. During the
course, students produce short news stories. Mphasis is on the mechanics of shooting and
editing for TV news. The course is taught in aniemment of multi-tasking. Limited class size.
Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101, JMSC0046 and JMSCO0051.



1681

JMSC0053. Radio news production (6 credits)

This course focuses on the radio medium. Studeata about radio programming, news production,
reporting and writing. Stories are cut on digigaldio workstations and radio programmes are
produced during the semester. A survey of thaigmfte of radio, locally and internationally is also
included.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisite: IMSC0101.

JMSCO0054. Public affairsreporting (6 credits)

This course offers advanced training in reporting avriting about government and public policy.
Focusing particularly on the government of the Hétang Special Administrative Region but on
other governments as well, students will explom i#sues that arise as the judicial, legislativé an
executive branches of governments provide sengndsnforce laws and policies.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or JIMSC0002.

JMSCO0055.  Specialised reporting (6 credits)

This course offers advanced training in reportind ariting stories in subject areas or “beats” ofte
covered by reporters with specialty knowledge. 8tisl will learn how to cover such standard
geographical beats as the local police departmmahttee courthouse as well as how to develop stories
in important subject beats such as law, medicheehvironment and social welfare.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or JIMSC0002.

JMSCO0056. Businessand financial reporting (6 credits)

This course covers the basic knowledge and wrikills needed to succeed in the fast-growing field
of business and financial journalism. Lectures $o@n core skills such as reading financial
documents, understanding macroeconomic and micnoegic issues, working with statistics,
reporting on companies and covering competitioa ghobal economy.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or JIMSC0002.

JMSC0057. Magazinewriting (6 credits)

This course introduces students to reporting antingrfor magazines with an emphasis on writing
styles, subject matter, organization and voicealdb includes an overview of the magazine industry
and the role of magazines in society.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: IMSC0101 and JMSC0102 or IMSC0002.

JMSCO0058. Impact of New Media on Society (6 credits)

This course examines the social, economic and ligplications of emerging interactive digital
technologies on culture and public life. Topicslime online collaboration and relationships; free
speech, copyright, file sharing and remix cultume of virtual communities as a social space; and
the impact of wireless technology. Studies will ¢gdebal in scope, with a particular focus on the
adoption of new media in Asia.

Assessment: 100% coursework.

Prerequisites: JIMSCO0101.
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JMSC0059. Coveringthe environment (6 credits)

The course introduces students to environmentaéssshat are becoming a major source of public
concern such as climate change, air pollution, liféldand natural resource preservation, and the
impact of global trade on the environment. Stuslevill learn to locate sources, understand scientif
journals, and produce reports and stories that neakeronmental issues accessible to ordinary
readers.

Prerequisites: JIMSCO0101.

JMSC0201.  Journalism summer internship (3 credits) (This course is not offered to non-BJ
students)

This course commits students to minimum eight-wdekarnship in a media company during the
summer vacation of the first or second year of wti®&tudents must file a report to the programme
director within two weeks of the last day of work.

This course will be assessed on a pass/fail basiswall not be counted in the calculation of the
CGPA/WGPA or honours classification. However, iil e recorded on the official transcript.



