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SYLLABUSES OF BROADENING COURSES
() Humanities and Social Sciences Studies

YMFTO001. A guide to successful relationships — emghing you need to know to make it
happen (3 credits)

For most university students, the undergraduatesyserve as a transition between life in the family
to life in the real world. This course focusestlo® many layers of interpersonal relationship dyrin
this process, including a review of the family stuwe and how it has constructed our expectation of
self and others; and an exploration of one’s smititfulfilment — how it is shaped by one’s
relationships and how to enhance it in the coufdiéeo

Guidance will be provided on how to remain trueotteself despite competing demands of the
different relationships that occur in everyday .lifeOn completion of the course, students will

become more aware of the circular and reciproctlraaof all human encounters and achieve better
fulfillment in both their personal and professionalationship.

YARCO0007. Architecture of theories — appreciation b integrative approach to the built
environment (3 credits)

This is an integrative course for the appreciatadnarchitecture and its theories with various
disciplines. Selected topics from physics, Chingsgosophy, psychology, technology, Buddhism
and meta-physics will be discussed in their effactd meanings with the appreciation and theories of
architecture. Possible subjects for review will die Stijl, minimalism, high-tech, existentialism,
modernism, symbolism, doctrine of dependent oriipma feng shui, digital technology and
space-time. The general history of developmentotights behind the built environment will be
discussed. An overview for architecture with thectdne of dependent origination will also be
taken. Local guest lecturers will share their eiqree with students.

Note: This course is not available to BA(ArchStadjl BSc(Surv) students.

YSOCO0006. Asian heritages: symbolism and values ¢gedits)

This course will explore the symbolic and socidliea behind the various types of cultural heritages
among the Asian people. Cultural heritages incltige built environment as well as the living
cultures of the people such as religion, ethno-masid food. In this course, we will specifically
focus on the intersection of the physical and thmteonal aspects of cultural, lifestyle and living
heritages and their significance to the variouducal groups. We will also explore how cultural
heritages are appropriated, transmitted and tramsif by different agencies such as the state, f&hoo
religious organisations and local society, to catetheir own purposes. Cultural heritages from
various Asian countries and ethnic minority growph be explored, including the heritages of the
Japanese, Chinese, ethnic minorities in Mainlanid&; lindonesian, Laotian, Viethamese and Filipino
societies.

The course adopts a multi-disciplinary perspectwel will be delivered by teachers from the
Faculties of Social Sciences, Arts and Educatisnyell as guest lecturers.

! For details, please visit http://www.hku.hk/stutleroadening
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YCAS0003. China and Asia in the 2% century (3 credits)

This course will review contemporary relations betw China and the countries of Asia. The
lecture series will begin with a brief review of iG@bse foreign policy since 1949, before examining
China’s relations with the major countries and oegi of Asia. Beginning with an overview of the
development of China's foreign policy, the coulsentmoves through the four regions surrounding
China — Southeast Asia, Northeast Asia, South asthCentral Asia. The final lecture considers the
application of the issues raised in the previoasules to the question of Taiwan's involvement in
regional affairs and, by extension, the potentialHong Kong to be involved in regional discussions
Following the lectures, the students form debatingups to argue a contemporary issue currently
facing China. In the final session, an in-clasiz qull conclude the course.

Note: This course is not recommended for first-ystadents.

YCASO0005. Collective memory: unity and diversity inHong Kong community (3 credits)

For a decade, the Centre of Asian Studies has al@s@lexpertise and remarkable research records on
memory and history. Drawing upon the Centre’srgjties and individual experiences, the teaching
team will introduce a multi-disciplinary approaah understanding collective memory about Hong
Kong, a highly disputable terminology in recent plap discourses. The course will demonstrate
how oral history can be used as a research methsaidy memory of places, political memory, and
memory as a symbolic representation and an empogvagent of community. The teaching team
will organise students into teams and guide thenorganise practical projects of preserving and
re-constructing collective memory of Hong Kong. rdigh face-to-face interactions with people
and communities from diverse backgrounds, studeiitdearn to appreciate cultural diversity and
historical consciousness. The group project alog students to critically understand cosmopolita
Hong Kong through creative re-presentations ofective memories.

YFINOOO2. Current Asian finance: issues, ideas angractices (3 credits)

This course aims to provide students with an unaedsng of the most important aspects in Asian

financial markets, develop their interest and kremlgke in areas related to business and finance in
Asia (with a focus on the greater China), and ghesm hands-on experience in writing reports and

presenting analytical results. This course wilame student interests in Asian finance and fieanc

related topics, and most importantly, give thenmoepetitive edge over other students in analysing
real world issues logically and presenting theifigd convincingly.

Topics include: fundamentals of financial marketsy trends in Asian financial markets (active IPO
and mergers and acquisitions); governance in A&gan financial crisis; and financial market
perspectives.

Note: This course is not available to BBA(IS) gratis enrolled in BEng(SE) and students who have
taken FINAOOO3.

YECCO0004. From paintings to stories: the interplaybetween art and literature (3 credits)

The main purpose of this course is to examinedlaionship between art and literature, and how one
form inspires the creation of the other. In eatthe ten lectures, a pair of artistic and literauyrks

will be presented for discussion. Some lecturegirb&vith a painting, and go on to examine a
literary piece that it gives birth to; in othertees, the process will be reversed: a poem, & staw,

a play will be introduced first, and this is folled by a painting that is based on its literary
counterpart.
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In this course, students will learn to appreciamiings from different times and cultures, apptoac
range of literary texts, and will be given amplgogunities to do creative writings based on adist
works.

YLITOOO7. Hong_Kong_Culture@community.policy.planning (3 credits)

Dynamic cultural planning is considered worldwideaanew way to integrate cultural demands and
socioeconomic goals. New studies on cultural pedicshow that “managerialism” and
“entrepreneurialism” in planning prioritise unsus&ble tourism, architectural build-up and
competitive urban growth over sustainable cultarad economic development. Hong Kong clearly
lacks perspectives on how important “cultural” adtructure is to development of the city. Other
countries already stress cultural policies thatsaistainable, democratic and grounded in community
needs. This is an intellectual and policy gap #eatan, and ought to, fill. Students will lealowh

to approach such issues in a multi-disciplinaryimment in the local and global context.

We will explore developments like the West KowloGualtural District, the Star Ferry and Queen's
Pier, the old Kai Tak Airport, as well as redevetmmt and preservation projects all over Hong Kong
like the Blue House, Temple Street and Shek Kip. Mei

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

YECCO0003. Language and the Internet (3 credits)

This course explores the role and forms of languagee Internet and the effect of the Internet on
language. The Internet is a technological revofytbut also a linguistic revolution (Crystal, 2p01
and this course will challenge students to exarhime the Internet is used for communication as well
as to examine and document and discuss the varietiéanguage and language situations on the
Internet. The course will foster an awarenesshef iature of language and Computer Mediated
Communication (CMC) and assist students to develaater “electronic literacies” (Warschauer,
1999).

In the first 6 weeks, students will be presentetthwai set of core readings including chapters from a
core text, academic articles and authentic comnatioigcs on the Internet. Students will use these
texts, and examples of authentic “netspeak” asuadation for an academic dialogue conducted
online. In the final weeks of the course studevitsbe challenged to apply their understanding of
linguistic change when they break into presentatiooups of 3-5 to develop a Communications
Technology Presentation which will be presented chyonously online.  This culminating
presentation will give students an opportunity n@eistigate a new or emerging technology from a
linguistic perspective.

YLAWO0008. Love, marriage, sex and family: a multi-dsciplinary approach (3 credits)

Intimate interpersonal relationship takes up mué€howur personal time and resources, and is an
indispensable building block of human society. pribmises laughter but is sometimes tainted with
tears. The family is where wounds are healed,alsg a place where social and physical ills are
transmitted. Has something gone wrong? Teachiera three disciplines (psychology, law and
medicine) as well as guest speakers will presanuki-disciplinary analysis of the relevant issues.
Our postmodern society’s prevalent emphasis on edigmdividualism and hedonism will be
compared with a more relational value system. Ao immediately after each lecture allows
students to ask questions, form their own educag@aions, and receive feedback from teachers in
various academic subjects. Reading assignmentsb&itaken from the psychological, legal, and
medical literatures. While no prior knowledge hese fields is assumed, students are expected to
take their own initiative in learning outside aeathat they are most comfortable with.
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YNSTO0001. Prevention of family violence (3 credits)

Through the use of real life situations in familyolence, students from different disciplines
(including those from health, social work and legédciplines) will engage in interdisciplinary
inquiry that would enable them to acquire an iragg knowledge base in family violence and tackle
problems through multidisciplinary teamwork. Theased learning provides an environment for
students to interact with facilitators and studdram other disciplines and expose to new knowledge
that crosses disciplinary boundaries. While knolgte acquisition is an important outcome of this
course, internalising greater understanding of rethend developing skills in multidisciplinary
collaboration are also the key intended learnirngaues.

YJMS0002.  The media and the art of information liteacy (3 credits)

The course’s main objectives are to help studezdsnl how to discover, record, focus, verify and
assemble and critically assess modern media intayma on any subject with a special emphasis on
local and international news organisations. Imdao, the course fulfils many of the main criteria
for broadening courses by helping students acadledirected learning and critical thinking skills
and problem-solving and communication competeressgntial to success in the Information Age.

Note: This course is not available to BJ studentsstudents who have taken JMSC0101.

YECCO0001. Understanding narratives (3 credits)

Narratives are important as they underlie all éitgrworks such as stories, poems, and plays, ds wel
as artistic outputs like songs, movies and evetupgs. An understanding of what narratives are
will enable students to appreciate and enjoy tieeaily and artistic works that are easily accesdibl
them.

This course has three objectives: to introduceesttgdto the nature of narratives and the functiery t
serve in stories, poems, plays, and movies; tavaidt in students an interest for reading, and the
ability to appreciate imaginative works; and toyide students with opportunities to write narragive
in the forms of short stories, poems, as well astgdlays and to perform them.

YSWKO0007. What will | be in 2046 — understanding ad preparing for ageing (3 credits)

This multi-disciplinary course aims to provide stats with a better understanding of positive ageing
and the effective ways of leading a healthy andirgetater life. The course is targeted towards
students from different faculties studying in vasoacademic/professional disciplines. It will
attempt to relate the challenges and problems pdse@dn ageing population to the various
academic/professional practitioners, so that stisdean identify more with the application of the
knowledge and practice in their respective fieldd. will cover physiological, psychological and
social aspects of ageing, problems and needs arseitizens including health, housing, financial
security, leisure and community participation, asllwas retirement protection and financial
management. Academics and professional practitondl be invited to deliver lectures. Agency
visits will be arranged to enhance students’ apatien of the real-life situations of these various
themes.
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(1)) Science and Technology Studies
YSCNO0026.  An introduction to nanoscience and nanaténology (3 credits)

In the past decade, one of the most exciting dewmedmts in science and technology is the growth of
nanoscience and nanotechnology. Nanoscience anudecéinology are multi-disciplinary in nature,
penetrating many branches of sciences and engngeeriwWith the extensive media coverage
generating many misconceptions and unsubstantigtees in public, it is essential that our students
acquire a proper understanding of this exciting frantier in science. This course aims to provide
a rigorous introduction of nanoscience and nanaiglclgy, explaining what this new development is
about and what the advantages and applicationgmatedals may bring. The impacts of hanoscience
and nanotechnology on social, industrial and comrakdevelopment will also be discussed.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(BSE), nB8ME), BEng(ME-BSE), BSc and
BSc(ActuarSc) students.

YSCNO0027. Chemistry in sport (3 credits)

Sport and fitness are for everyone. With the 2008npics to be taking place in China, we are now
getting more concerned about the development ofploet in Hong Kong. Chemistry and Sport — is
there any relevance? Have you ever wondered whdWecords in sport continue to improve —
especially in athletics events? One of the reasobstter equipment. Advanced materials are used
to produce stronger, more resilient, and lighteigive equipment like track surfaces, shoes, and
clothing, all of which help improve athletes’ parftances. Besides, dietary supplements can also be
used for increasing muscle strength and enablingkgu training recovery. It is just right to say
nearly every sport relies on modern materials dredricals. With chemistry, not only athletes, but
also you and I, can make the most out of sporhéalth and excitement.

Note: This course is not available to BSc and BstfarSc) students.

YSCNO0029. Climate change through Earth history (3redits)

Climate change refers to the changes in averag¢hareaonditions that generally occur over long
periods of time, usually centuries or longer. Te®logical record shows that climate change can
occur more rapidly, in periods as short as decad8sch climate changes are often characterised as
"abrupt”. Abrupt climate change remains poorly enstbod and students in this course will be
stimulated to think about the complexity of thetleaystem and the drivers of abrupt climate change.

This course will look at the causes, scales angedgiof climate change. Students will also be ltaug
about the major drivers of climate change on a alagale and the concept of ‘tipping points’ or
thresholds identified in records of climate change.

Note: This course is not available to BSc studésitswing the Earth Sciences or Environmental Life
Science programme, students following the Earther8ms, Ecology and Biodiversity or
Environmental Protection major/minor, and studevtie have taken EASC0101 or YSCNO0024.

YTSC0002. Creativity, design and technology (3 créig)

This course discusses the role of creativity imeoaic and social development and reviews some of
the creative ideas that have influenced our déiy | Creativity as a success factor for entergrise
elaborated. Students are guided to appreciatenthgability and development of technology and
knowledge as a basis of realising creative ide&nvironmental and ethical considerations with
respect to creativity are discussed.
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Hands-on experience is emphasised in this courSeur to five students work as a group to design
and build a project under the guidance of an iestru Through this experience students enjoy the
fun of being creative and understand the procesealising creative ideas in real life. Each group
has to present its design and share the experieftbe others. In addition to gaining better
understanding of creativity, students have a chameahance team work and communication skills.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(BSE),nB@8ME), BEng(ME-BSE) and BEng(MedE)
students.

YSCNOO006. Food: facts and fallacies (3 credits)

This course aims to provide greater understandinfgarls in our daily diet, and to discuss factors
affecting safety and healthfulness of food. Anlinatof the origin, history and processing of foods
such as rice, tea, noodles, beer, wine, cheesartyafpocolate, and tofu will be given. Student w
find answers to common questions, such as: Is riee weally good for you? Is there anything
wrong with instant noodles? Does yogurt promotalth An outline of food safety problems in
Hong Kong will be included. Students will learnvihhdo interpret manufacturers’ health claims for
foods and nutritional products.

Note: This course is not available to BSc studdotlowing the Food and Nutritional Science
programme, students following the Food and NutrdloScience major/minor, and students
who have taken BIOL0002.

YSCNOO017.  From Sherlock Holmes to modern forensicgnce (3 credits)

Forensic science is the application of scientifingples to criminal and civil laws within a crimal
justice system with the goal toward the establigitroé guilt or innocence. This course is designed
to introduce some of the specialised fields of rigie science, to learn the fundamental principfes o
science and technology upon which they are baswdlt@ apply them to a number of suspicious
situations and criminal cases. Aspects of foressience involving the examination of physical,
chemical and biological items of evidence will beplered. Following an introduction to the
concepts of basic chemistry, and analytical anttinsentation techniques, students will understand
the forensic analysis of substances such as glashair, ink, bullets, gunpowder and drugs. u=oc

is on evidence gathering and preservation; ideatibon and comparison of body fluids and hair;
fingerprints; present-day DNA finger printing tediumes; databases; and legal issues. The methods
used for the analysis for alcohol and drugs anthencharacterisation of blood and other body fluids
will be discussed in the context of the principlE#sbiochemistry, toxicology, pharmacology and
serology. Problem-solving, case studies as wellhasds-on” casework examples of fingerprints,
hairs and fibers and the interpretation of resuitisalso form part of the course.

Note: This course is not available to Science amgirteering students.

YSCNO0007. Hong Kong's natural environment (3 credg)

Hong Kong is one of the world’s pre-eminent citrgth a population of 7 million people occupying a
small fraction of southern coastal China. It isnfaus for its skyscrapers and frenetic life. Yet
within a few kilometres of the urban areas are gaymountains, secluded valleys, spectacular rock
formations and breathtaking vistas. The aim of ttourse is to explain the natural environment,
from the rocks beneath the feet and the forceshidnat sculpted them, to the fauna and flora tisat al
call Hong Kong their home. It will take studentsrfi 400 million-year-old rocks to tigers on Lantau
Island and 200+ varieties of butterfly. The coungiélook at migrant birds that stop off to refuel
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Hong Kong's wetlands and also examine and asses's limapact on the environment to see where
human beings are going wrong and to consider vargmiutions. On completing the course,
students from all disciplines will have a betterderstanding and appreciation of their local
environment.

Note: This course is not available to BSc studeotiowing the Biology, Earth Sciences or
Environmental Life Science programme, studentsoalhg the Biology, Earth Sciences,
Ecology and Biodiversity or Environmental Protentimajor/minor, and students who have
taken YSCNO0024.

YSCNO0025.  Living with microbes — a practical approah (3 credits)

Bacteria have been living on Earth for billionsyefars and they can be found in almost everywhere.
You may have heard about the harmful effect of aties (such as disease causing bacteria, the SARS
virus and the birds’ flu) on human health. Butégou heard about the beneficial use of microbes
in improving our standard of living and health? mylapharmaceutical products that we use
nowadays are made by microbes. Many food and calitie® that we consumed are processed by
microbes. Without the microbes, we cannot survivEhe aim of this course is to provide students
with an overview on the importance of microorgargsamd our relationship with them. Students
will be given the opportunity to explore the wortd microbes via hands-on experience. Prior
knowledge of biology is NOT required. You will keato work and think like a scientist.

Note: This course is not available to BSc studéollswing the Animal and Plant Biotechnology,
Biochemistry, Biology, Environmental Life Sciencer ¢-ood and Nutritional Science
programme, students following the Biotechnology,odBiemistry, Biology, Ecology and
Biodiversity, Environmental Protection or Food andutritional Science major,
BSc(Bioinformatics) students, and students witlassgn AL/AS Biology.

YSCNOOO2.  Mathematics: a cultural heritage (3 creds)

In the words of Hermann Weyl (1885-1955): “[But] timamatics sets the standard of objective truth
for all intellectual endeavours; science and tetdmo bear witness to its practical usefulness.
Besides language and music, it is one of the pgimanifestations of the free creative power of the
human mind, and it is the universal organ for wantdlerstanding through theoretical construction.
Mathematics must therefore remain an essential ezlemof the knowledge and abilities which we

have to teach, of the culture we have to trangmithe next generation.” This course will elaberat

on this exhortation through examples gathered fiteeriong history of mathematics, around our daily
lives, in other areas of human endeavours and iturBla Rather than transmitting a body of
technical knowledge in mathematics, emphasis iceoglaon appreciating, contemplating and
discussing the beauty, the utility and the “Way” withematics. The demand on technical
preparation in mathematics is minimal, say up ®lével of General Mathematics in school, but the
student is expected to possess some degree déatdell curiosity and willingness to participate in

the reasoning process.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(BSE),nBE&E), BEng(CivE), BEng(CivE-Law),
BEng(Civ-EnvE), BEng(EComE), BEng(EE), BEng(IETMBENg(InfoE), BEng(LESCM),
BEng(ME), BEng(ME-BSE) and BEng(MedE) students.

YSCNO0030. Renewable energy (3 credits)

World's population and energy consumption keepemsing. However, traditional energy sources,

such as fossil fuels, are limited and contributetite pollution and release of greenhouse gases.
Therefore, in recent years considerable effortehaeen devoted to the development of alternative
energy sources, with emphasis on renewable energy.
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This course will introduce different types of reradbhe and alternative energy sources, and discuss
their basic principles of operation, achievableceffcy, cost, and their effect on the environment.
The impact of the new energy technologies on their@mment, the obstacles to their wide
implementation in industrial and consumer applmadi and the role of social attitudes and
government planning, financial investments andntiges will also be discussed.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(BSE)nB@8E) and BEng(ME-BSE) students.

YSCNOO00O1. Science and technology in the modern wdr(3 credits)

This course provides non-science students with @ergé understanding of the principles and
applications of various aspects of science andntdolgy in this modern society. Through this
course, students are expected to increase theintsi literacy and ability to approach scientific
materials intelligently. The course consists geéhmain components: (1) Materials, which takes a
look at how humans have made use of various mige(i2) Energy, which explains the range of
energy sources exploited by Man (fossil fuels, plhibmass, nuclear, solar, wind, water and
geothermal sources); and (3) Life, which deals with division (growth), reproduction, genes and
genetics, biotechnology and cloning. In additittrgre will be one session which takes students to
the cutting edge of science and a discussion ohittieand death of stars (“blackholes”).

Note: This course is not available to BEng, BScg@$tuarSc), BSc(Bioinformatics) and BSc(CSIS)
students, BBA(IS) graduates enrolled in BEng(SEYl, students with a pass in AL/AS Biology,
Chemistry or Physics or their equivalents.

YSCNO0023.  Scientific perspectives on obesity and amexia (3 credits)

Many in Hong Kong suffer from overweight problemsSome have gone the opposite direction by
starving themselves to look as thin as they caméabch their vastly underweight idols (fashion

models or songstress). Both situations stem fiwriack of general scientific knowledge on how to
maintain a normal healthy body.

This course is designed for non-science majors. ovarview will be provided on food science and
nutrition. The health effects arising from obegityerweight) and anorexia (underweight) and ways
to prevent such problems will be examined throughrderactive style of teaching. Students are
expected to visit dry and wet markets, drug stdnealth food stores to gain first hand knowledge of
the local (food) situation and to examine their omuiritional facts. Students will be graded by
continuous assessment methods. There is no fexaatination at the end of the course.

Note: This course is not available to BSc and B8tfarSc) students. Preference will be given to
students who do not have a pass in AL/AS Biology.

YSCNOO014.  Scientific thinking and interesting disceeries (3 credits)

This course discusses scientific thinking and @ktionship with the process of discovery. It

provides an introduction to logic of scientific tking that leads eventually to scientific discovery

The course emphasizes appreciation of these diseevand their implications to society. Topics

include: investigation on scientific thinking: whkand how?; the history of science and method of
science; scientific discovery as problem solvingan we plan discovery? The interesting
discoveries to be discussed are: (1) laser andagiglication; (2) molecular soccerball and

nanotechnology; (3) DNA technology and the appiicet of the recombinant DNA technology; (4)

Einstein and relativity. Recent discoveries ireacie may also be included in the discussion.
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Note: This course is not available to BEng(BSE)nB®&E), BEng(ME-BSE), BEng(MedE), BSc
and BSc(ActuarSc) students.

YSCNOOO8.  The great disasters — living with naturahazards (3 credits)

This course presents an overview of major natusastiers, ranging from regional geological hazards
such as earthquakes, tsunamis and landslides balgbatastrophes such as meteorite impacts that
threaten to exterminate the entire civilisation.on@ of these disasters have subtle but significant
implications for the evolution of life. Through ethcourse, students are expected to gain an
appreciation of the theory and scale of occurrariddese natural and human-induced disasters. The
course also provides students with insights intengists’ pursuit to predict and prevent such
happenings.

A problem-based learning approach is employed aspd#dagogy for this course. During each
tutorial, a problem statement will be discussed| students will be required to define his/her own
investigation topic, design and manage the studgnogess, and present the findings. A substantial
portion of the marking and assessment is baseteoattitude, class participation and performance of
the students during the tutorials.

YSCNO0028.  The world: environment and us (3 credits)
This course will explore three main aspects ofwtbed.

1. Our universe and origin of life — Students will beposed to debates over the origin of the
universe from the scientific and the social scientperspectives. Topics will include the
nature-nurture debate, and the role of religiohiman evolution.

2. Our disappearing environment and disappearing @ultd This theme will discuss the
disappearing environment as a result of naturademsuch as global warming and meteor impact.
It will also discuss made-man causes of disappgaenvironment like technology and
consumerism and their consequential impact on huwukure.

3. Our living — Food and Technology — This theme veillplore the impact of such scientific
discovery and modern technology as GM and clonmdood production. At the same time, it
will explore the impact of indigenous food knowledgn the health and well-being of individuals
within the society.

YPHY0001. Your life style and your health (3 credis)

This course aims to provide a general (for nondgsts)/advanced level (for biologists) of
background knowledge on the biological functiongsh&f human body; identify and discuss life-style
factors that affect body functions; and communi¢héesignificance of life-style factors that infhee
body functions. Lecture topics include: healthd amhealthy: your body at a glance; healthy heart;
smoking, air pollution and your lungs; “We are whatt eat”; exercise: keeping good health; and (for
biologists) eating disorders: feasting or starvingaboratory topics include: test of lung function;
assessment of body fat; heart and lung functiorexarcise; (for non-biologists) blood pressure and
heart sound; (for biologists) exercise and thethead basal metabolic rate.

Note: This course is not available to BChinMed, B&medE), BNurs and BSc(Bioinformatics)
students. The first-semester subclass is notablaito students with a pass in AL/AS Biology,
while the second-semester subclass is not avail@blstudents without a pass in AL/AS
Biology.
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(1) Culture and Value Studies
YSOCO0003. Body, beauty and fashion (3 credits)

This course takes students on an exploration ofittks between body, beauty and fashion from a
variety of perspectives ranging from sociology,igbpolicy, economics, psychology and medicine.
These various perspectives together offer studemtay of seeing how individual level issues (like
self-esteem, stigma and identity) shape and arpeshly community level issues (mass media),
societal level issues (gender) and global levelesgglobalisation and westernisation). This o®urs
examines these issues in a variety of formats uguggt lectures, mass media analysis, video clips,
problem solving activities and discussion.

YPSY0004.  Christianity and society (3 credits)

This course aims to develop students’ critical khig, understanding and tolerance of diversitied an
views other than their own, and give students adomental knowledge of how Christianity is related
to the sciences and the arts in the Western atitis and the society that we have inherited today.

Dynamic exchange and active participation of stiglérough question, answer and discussion will
be emphasized. Students are encouraged to thintally, take initiative, and develop their own
opinions and thoughts, as well as to appreciaté e#tter’'s points of view to achieve the goal of
broadening the mind. Topics may include: Christiarscience, and the western civilization; a
historical analysis of the religion; Christianityda literature; Christianity and democracy; genetic
screening: some secular and a Christian's perspectin a medical-ethical issue; forgiveness: the
Christian message, a psychological analysis, apdraonal experience; and caring for the human
body and soul: Christian perspectives and expesgnc

YEDUOOO1. Critical thinking (3 credits)

This course introduces students to the skills @flygital and critical thought for application toeth
university studies and everyday life. It aims gvelop students’ skills of critical questioning and
reasoning, logical argument, analysis, problem isglvessay writing, and critical thinking in
conversation and presentation. Students will eagagctically in class with problems requiring
critical reasoning, as a preparation for some efrttore difficult questions, choices and challenges
that face them in their university studies, in thHeture at work, and in their everyday lives.

A principal objective of this course is that stutdewill think and write better, by which is meahtt
students will be able to develop their own argummemtd critically evaluate the arguments of others,
using reasoning that is sound, non-entrenched,ngilto consider multiple perspectives, and
sceptical.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(CivE-)a&tudents.

YPHI0002. Culture, value and the meaning of life (2redits)

Human life has value. Why? Whatis value? Daealcome from nature? From biology? Or
from history? People transmit cultures, histor@sg social practices. What makes such cultural
transmission possible? If there are differentwrek, do lives have different values? Do cultures
create people’s values? Why is art valued? Ishdead? These are some of the questions that
will be explored in this course. Topics will rangem Zen to evolution and sociobiology.
Teaching will comprise lectures; tutorials; andnfiscreening workshop.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.
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YBUSO0001. Entrepreneurship for life (3 credits)

Viewing life as an entrepreneurial venture, thiarse uses the concept of Me, Inc. (as a metaphor fo
a purposeful and prosperous life) and the Five byos of Entrepreneurship Teaching Model to help
students develop a Life Business Plan and Stratégfion Plans aimed at accomplishing specific,
career oriented goals and objectives. Interdis@py in nature, lectures and case-based guided
inquiries combine materials from the humanities;i@ogy, psychology, and business domains in
ways that enable students to design and managé“wdrth living”. Course content includes an
introductory overview of business topics such dessand marketing, branding, production, human
relations, purchasing, finance, strategic planniagearch and development, as well as social ssenc
and psychology topics such as how self-esteemyatan, character strengths and behaviour impact
the development of trust and credibility.

Note: This course is available to first- and secgpedr students only.

YECCO0002. Gay identity: an exploration through world literature (3 credits)

The course aims to expose students to a wide raingierld literature about love and desire through
the perspective of same-sex relationships. Itldlp students understand current academic theories
of the historical diversity of same-sex orientatitmnk critically about same-sex relationshipsoasr
cultures and time, and come to informed analyséleohature of same-sex relations in particulead, an
minorities’ status in general. The course will eothe same-sex tradition in the literature of enti
Greece and Rome, of China until the end of the @ymasty, and of Japan until the end of the Edo
period. It will also explore the creation of theodern gay identity over the past 150 years in
literature and film.

By the end of the course, students should haveaessdiection of literary texts from around the worl
about love and desire and understood the diveos§ityays in which same-sex love and desire have
been expressed in different places at differenésim They will have a greater understanding of the
societal forces that control and modify people’sus¢ behaviour in any given society at any given
time and appreciate that attitudes to sexual mtiesrimay have significant implications for other
minorities within that society.

YSCMO0001. General knowledge and methods on traditral Chinese health care (3 credits)

The theory of health care in traditional Chinesbugt upon the experience of promoting health and
preventing illness that has been in existence ousands of years. It is one of the Chinese
traditional cultures. Through lectures, practicel @isits, this course aims to introduce to stuslent
the basic knowledge and methods of traditional €sgrhealth care and life cultivation.

The course has 7 sessions and each session ldstar8 Topics include: introduction to the
theoretical basis of health care in Traditionalr@se Medicine (TCM); and the application of TCM
in such areas as diet, regulation of emotion, xedoses.

The course is taught in English.

Note: This course is not available to BChinMed stid.

YLITOOOS. Hong Kong cinema in the context of globatation (3 credits)

It is now commonly agreed that Hong Kong cinemancare regarded merely as local cinema. In
an age where cross-cultural interactions and gltidadfics are frequent, Hong Kong cinema is an
interesting site where complex global processesheagasily traced. Not only will students witness
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the massive outflows of film personnel from Hongnigdo Hollywood, they will also observe that the
inflows of financial capital for co-production asgonsorship are increasingly vibrant in both Hong
Kong popular and independent cinemas. With a wgelection of Hong Kong films, this course
takes students on an exploration of the intricateractions between the local and the global from a
variety of perspectives ranging from cinema studiitical and cultural theory, sociology and
cultural anthropology. To expand students’ horgofilm critics, scholars, and industrial and
independent filmmakers will be invited to dialogwith students. Students will be assigned both
Chinese and English readings, and some guest éschyr film critics and directors may be delivered
in Chinese. Translation will be offered if neetes.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

YBUDOOO2. In search of happiness and the meaning lifie (3 credits)

Happiness and fulfilment are something that mospfgelong for, but unfortunately, cannot get most
of the time. How can people be happier? Peopteadlralive, but are they living? Is there a
meaning to life? These are both philosophical @madtical questions that people would need to deal
with one way or another during the course of thiéd. This course will try to approach these
guestions in practical ways that will eventuallyhance the quality of one’s life. Students will be
invited to explore ways to comprehend existencarnldo manage emotions, and search for the
meaning of life and understand death.

YLANOOO2. Italy and the wider European framework (3credits)
This course is articulated on some significant mmiste

The Past:

(1) Italy at the origin of European civilization:oRie and its empire; Rome and its role in the
spreading of Christianity; Rome as political, eamimand cultural centre of the ancient world; (2)
Italy meeting and departure point: the great Reaaise courts as international crossroads, the
maritime republics, the great voyages of exploramd discovery, the crusades; (3) Italy in the
conflicts of the XIX century: the rising in Europd the national states, the unification of Italy,
Mazzini and the dream of a united Europe.

The Near Past:
(1) The XX century: Italy and the other Europeanrtdes from the two world wars to the European
Union (EV); (2) the Italian stages in the buildung of the EU.

To-day and To-morrow:

Topics on contemporary lItalian life and culturelwsié discussed ranging from arts, literature, music
Italian customs and traditions in the differentioeg and cities, to cinema and tourism, food, @shi
environment, education, sports and politics witttipalar focus on the youth world.

Note: This course is not available to BA studemis students who have taken LANGO0001.

YSWKO0006. Knowing the unknown: an introduction to death, dying and bereavement (3
credits)

Through the interplay of health psychology, cultughilosophical and religious perspectives, the
course will provide a platform for reflection andsaclission on the issues of death, dying and
bereavement. Furthermore, it will focus on the arathnding of death related issues in the local
context. It enables students to increase theiergt@nding of issues related to death, dying and
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bereavement; reflect on the cultural implicationsdeath, dying and bereavement; consider their own
values and attitudes on life and death; and deelopsitive attitude in life.

Lecture topics include: death and dying; palliatiel hospice care; bereavement counseling; suicide
prevention; funeral rituals; and religious studiesdeath and forensic medicine. There will alsabe
workshop on decision-making issues surroundinghdaadl dying.

YEDUOOO03.  Sexual and gender diversity (3 credits)

At birth every child is labelled “boy” or “girl”. Most people grow up accordingly, learning to think
of themselves as either male or female, and deirgjomany of the characteristics culture deems
appropriate for their sex. Most adults searchpfmtners of the other sex and, sooner or lateteset
down with one. As their relationship develops soexpect the nature of the sexual relationship to
change. This course will look at some of those teke different developmental paths: for example
homosexuals (who are attracted to members of thairsex) and transgendered people (who behave
much like members of the other sex, some despgrateiting to be of that sex). Besides looking at
what people feel about themselves and whom thewttnacted to, some of the more unusual ways in
which some people actually express their sexualityalso be examined.

The course will look at sexual and gender diversityd examine what it is to fall into various
sexually diverse groups and how society respontisetahallenges that they pose.

YSRPO0O0O1.  Stress, depression and suicide (3 credlits

Depression is a community wide problem which affentiny people of all ages (CSRP, 2005), and is
commonly experienced by university students. Whamnore, there is a strong relation between
depression and suicide. Suffering from mood disgds a significant risk factor for dying by
suicide.

The course aims to help students learn how to weehieritical self-reflection and greater
understanding of self and others, how to tackleeh®ituations, and how to appreciate effective
interpersonal communication. The course will hstpdents acquire the essential knowledge of
stress, depression, and suicide, as well as enltagicdife skills in managing stress, depressamg
suicidal tendencies based on a cognitive-behavionoalel. Under this approach, mental disorders
are tackled based on the assumption that emotiespbnses are mediated through the interpretations,
or meanings, that we give to experience. Thuspriter to improve one's mental health, the
behaviour and the cognition of an individual neetd¢ educated or trained.

YLANOOO4. Understanding the German way — an introdgtion into contemporary life in
Germany (3 credits)

This course provides an introduction into politjieatonomic and social issues of contemporary tife i
Germany and discusses the country’s cultural amguistic diversity. Topics include: post 1949
German history; Germany's reunification; Germanyslitical system; German economy and
international relations; women and society; edocgtiGerman culture and language; foreigners in
Germany; German customs and traditions; and Geomaracteristics.

Lectures and discussions will be supported throtlgh usage of contemporary documents and
authentic materials such as audio and video chpsyspaper articles and sources from the World
Wide Web. Furthermore, guest speakers from seleGerman institutions in Hong Kong will be
invited to give talks on different topics coveriagcial and cultural aspects of contemporary life in
Germany. Lectures and guest talks aim at encowgagtudents to contribute their ideas and
comments in open group discussions.
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All lectures are conducted in English.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

(IV)  Information Technology Studies
YITC1001. Foundations to information technology (Zredits)

The objectives of the course are to introduce stigd® basic information technology (IT) knowledge,
arouse students’ interest in IT by aligning the rseucontent with their needs and foster
resource-based learning that will directly promiiielong active learning. The course is divided
into three parts: theories of computer systemgjeish some computer software; and using the HKU
Libraries. Topics include computer hardware anéiwsoe, networking and the Internet, legal
aspects of computing, recent developments in Imprder applications like document processor,
presentation software etc, and information seareltegjies.

Note: This course is not available to BA(ArchStugBA, BBA(Acc&Fin), BBA(IBGM), BBA(IS),
BBA(Law), BEng, BEng(SE) and BSc(CSIS) students,students who have successfully
completed YITC1002.

YITC1002. Information technology proficiency test fon-credit-bearing)

The objective of the test is to enable studentietoonstrate their basic IT knowledge through the te
A list of studying materials (books, e-books, oalitutorials) and voluntary teaching sessions are
offered to students. Students are assessed by-hawr test, which covers the same topics as that o
the course YITC1001. Students are encouragedkécthe test in the first year of their studies.

Note: This course is not available to BA(ArchStuBBA, BBA(Acc&Fin), BBA(IBGM), BBA(IS)
and BBA(Law) students, or students who have sut@gssompleted YITC1001.



