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SYLLABUSES OF BROADENING COURSES
() Humanities and Social Sciences Studies
YFIA0003 Art and saociety (3 credits)

This course introduces visual and critical skitlsifiterpreting the art of different cultures fraamth the
past and the present. We examine a variety ofésegriated to the techniques and functions oaad,
we study the way art express various moral, sopditical, and religious ideas. Students will gain
better understanding of cross-cultural communiceagiod will learn how to analyse the powerful visual
cultural of the contemporary world.

Note: This course is not available to BA students$ students who have taken FINE1005 or FINE1006.

YHIS0006 China and the West in the 18th century - aomparative and thematic approach
(3 credits)

This course examines the strengths and conditibthedeast and the West on the eve of their cohisi

in the 19th century. It touches on various asptkota the state of government and economy to daily
lives of the people. It is a course that briddges@hinese and Western history, and is both infovea
and interesting. It contains invaluable materfalspotential teachers, but at the same time is not
bogged down by details and facts. A comparativkthematic approach is conducted to incite analyses
and interest in history.

Topics include: (1) China in the 18th century; @8velopments and progress of the West in the same
period; (3) Government under the Qing vis-a-vig tifahe West; (4) The Manchu emperors reviewed
under contemporary western criteria; (5) Qing @ulitsystem comparing with the Western systems; (6)
Qing diplomacy and Western practice of diploma@y;Qing and Western Societies in comparison; (8)
Frontier and Bordered peoples - how did the Mandmng the Western states deal with them? (9)
Agriculture, Chinese and Western styles; (10) @ognomy in general vis-a-vis the West; (11) Chinese
and Western Cultures in comparison; (12) ThougttG@uture - the Chinese and Western heritage; (13)
Western images on China; (14) Chinese images orWbed; and (15) China and the West in
perspective.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

YSOC0004  China in the 21 century (3 credits)

This course is divided into three modules. ModuléEconomic Reforms and their Social Impacts)
examines the changes in social organisation of @oanproduction since 1978, in particular, the
reform of State-owned enterprises and the develapofehe private economy. It also looks briefty a
the impacts of these changes on different soc@besand groups. Module 2 (Political Economy of
China’s Reforms) examines the social-political psses that accompany the economic reforms, in
particular, the phenomena of uneven developmenaahdded society. It also explores the atteropt t
seek an inclusive politics or the relationshipsvgen liberalism and the Chinese intellectuals. Med

3 (Leisure, Consumption, and the Media) studiegxtent to which China’s mass media has continued
to serve as the party-state’s tool of propagaralso analyses whether the assertion of persassd

in consumption and the patrticipation in leisureivéi¢és have amounted to the emergence of civil
society.

! For details, please visit: www.hku.hk/student/saiiproadening/listing
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YSOCO0001 Crime and punishment in Hong Kong (3 cretk)

This course examines various issues associatedcwiitte and criminal justice in Hong Kong. The
course focuses on social responses to criminalviomira government policy initiatives designed to
control crime, the role of forensic science in driah investigation and the use of punishment in the
administration of criminal justice. Topics includ#) Nature and extent of crime; (2) Popular insage
crime; (3) Criminal law and the definition of crirm@) Crime statistics and victim surveys; (5) Thk

of the police and other public agencies in the @néion and control of crime; (6) Criminal investiiga

and forensic science; and (7) The effectivenegsinishment and corrections.

Note: This course is not available to students hdne taken TSOCO0001.

YFIA0004 Introduction to photography theory and practice (6 credits)

This course introduces students to the principfesoatemporary photography theory, and a critical
practice of the photographic medium. It explamstudents the working of the photographic process,
and teach them basic skills in operating the camiim processing and printing. It gives the
fundamental theories about photography in commtioics, culture and art in the recent decades.
Photographs by local and overseas photographerdevhown during the classes, especially those
images that ask to think about the nature of phrajgyy and its role in society. The course willbals
discuss how we can assess photographs, both poth#ar media and in the art galleries, with caitic
tools such as aesthetics and cultural theories.

Note: This course is not available to BA studemi$ students who have taken FINE1007.

YLAWO0006 IT.law@hku.hk (3 credits)

While the Internet has been developing rapidly laasl intruded into almost every aspect of our daily
lives, many legal issues relating to it have narbeesolved. This course provides an introdudiion
the principal legal problems generated by receméld@ments in information technology, especially
the Internet.

Topics include: (1) Architecture and governancehaf Internet; (2) Intellectual property issues; (3)
Public key infrastructure; (4) Electronic transans; (5) Privacy in cyberspace; (6) Cybercrime; @hd
Convergence and telecommunications. This coursassd on the law of Hong Kong considered in its
international context. Wherever possible, exampl#isbe drawn from topical issues and matters of
everyday experience.

Note: This course is not available to first-yeandsnts, final-year students and BEng(InfoE)/
BENg(SE)/ BSc(CSIS)/LLB students.

YLAWO0007 Law, Enterprise, And Development (LEAD) @3 credits)

LEAD is an interdisciplinary, regionally focused coutsat examines the mutual effects of business
activity and governmental regulation on economigettlgpment in Hong Kong, China and East Asia.
This requires students to identify, analyse anegrdte legal, political, social, commercial and
economic factors underlying private and publiceepblicies in relation to four central themes: The
structuring of economic activity; (2) The developrhef competitive enterprises; (3) The importance
of trade and industry to economic development; @deconomic development as a component of
national development.

Note: This course is not available to LLB students.
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YLAWO0002 Law, government and society (3 credits)

There are four key questions that we would likaddress in this course: (1) How societal values may
affect the law related to the topic? (2) How the telated to the topic may affect society? (3) Hhe
government may use the law related to the tope satiety? (4) How the law related to the topic may
regulate the powers of the government so as tegratdividuals in society?

This course examines how law affects the form ofegoment and the development of society. It
considers the following issues: (1) The functiohsaw in society; (2) Rule of law as a condition of
development in society; (3) The role of courts amticial independence; (4) Constitutional rightslan
their protection; and (5) Selected issues that detnates the complex inter-relationships among law,
government and society.

Note: This course is not available to LLB students.

YMUS0002 Music in society (3 credits)

This course is designed for students with little@obackground who are interested in music asialsoc
activity. Discussion of music in tribal culturggpular music and its cultural meanings, politialsic,
and social patterns of performance, consumptioncantmunication are explored.

Note: This course is not available to first-yeandgints, music-major students, BA students and
students who have taken MUSI2019.

YSTAO0001 Reading the masters just for fun (3 crets)

Albert Einstein, Viktor Frankl, Albert Schweitzé&trich Fromm and Karl Marx. Who are these people?
Have you heard about them? Surely, you have redaodt Albert Einstein? If not, Karl Marx or Erich
Fromm perhaps? What kind of things will you asatecthese names with? Blackhole for Einstein., Yes
right you are! Communism for Marx. Yes, you daght again! Now have you ever read Einstein or
Marx? "Oh, no! I am not a math major. How camdierstand relativity?", you would say. Don't wbrr
Einstein actually wrote on many social issueghis course we will try to guide you through inde®y
some selected works from some of the best mintseimistory of mankind. We hope we can achieve
through this course what Albert Einstein had said group of children some 65 years ago: "All this
put into your hands as your inheritance in ordat ylou may receive it, honor it, add to it, and dag
faithfully hand it on to your children.” Readingelude: (1) Albert Einsteindeas and Opinions, part
one and part twp(2) Erich Fromm:The Art of Loving (3) Albert SchweitzerThe Decay and the
Restoration of Civilization(4) Viktor Frankl: Man's Search for Meaningand (5) Karl Marx:The
Communist Manifesto

YAES0002 The American city (3 credits)

As a centre of growth, power, and cultural divgrdite American city has always occupied a crucial
symbolic place in America's vision of itself as aion. This course tours such important American
cities as New York, Chicago and Los Angeles, thiotige media of art, architecture geography,
literature, and film.

Note: This course is not available to BA studemts$ students who have taken AMER2015.

YPSY0001 The human dimensions of information techrogy (3 credits)

This course is divided into three modules. Modul@Positioning yourself in the Network Society)
covers the sociological aspects of IT. Topicsudel (1) The development of IT in Hong Kong; (2)
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Censorship on the Internet; (3) The operation ef tedia on the Internet; and (4) Information

colonialism or globalisation. Module 2 (Be the Wdhster — Behavioural Aspects of IT) discusses the
social psychological aspects of information tecbgg)i.e. the impact of using IT on the user's

psychological well-being and interpersonal reladitip. The focus is on the interaction between the
characteristics of the Internet and the charatiesi®f the user. Module 3 (Psychology of Human
Computer Interaction) discusses how to design timeaim-computer interface to fit the human user. The
discussion will be based on research and theariesgnitive psychology.

Note: This course is not available to BA studestsdents in the Faculty of Social Sciences and
students who have taken TPSYO0001.

YMUSO0001  The language of music (3 credits)

This course, which is open to all students, isrd@roduction to the main elements of music-melody,
rhythm, harmony, texture, timbre and articulati@nthey occur in traditional, classical and popular
musics of the world.

Note: This course is only available to first-yeanfBA students who have not taken MUSI1001.

YJIMS0002 The media and the art of information lieracy (3 credits)

Information is power. The course is about navigathe print, broadcast and online media for needed
information - how to find it, evaluate it and use In all fields of study and commerce, profesalen
gather and process information in order to prodatiable messages to colleagues and clients. The
better we learn how and where to find informatiord dnow to sort, analyse, and assemble it in
accessible forms, the better communicators we becdiie rely on it to make decisions in our personal
and professional lives and we are empowered hyjiitftuence people and events.

This course examines the information structureigital media and traditional media - newspaper,
magazines, and report. It introduces theorieatesiies and methods for gathering information from
these sources and the rules and laws governingofupeoprietary information from general and
specialty sources. Finally, it shows how to corepaind evaluate information and how to assemble
messages clearly and accurately.

YCHI0001 Traditional Chinese culture (3 credits)

The aim of this course is to enhance students'rstadeling of traditional Chinese culture and legsci
as well as their competence in problem solvingaitital thinking.

Topics include: (1) Theory of the “Interrelationtlveen Heaven and Man” in Chinese culture; (2)
Science and material culture in Chinese historyt ésurely pastimes of the gentry; (4) Buddhisrd an
Chinese religious thought; and (5) Christianity &madlitional Chinese culture.

Note: This course is not available to BA studemis students who have taken CHIN1207.

YSWKO0005 Understanding and preventing ageing (3 edits)

Do you want to live longer and healthier?

Join this multi-disciplinary course to dispel thgths of ageing while gaining a better understanding
ageing. Through field trip, guest lectures and@ug project, this course aims to help studenis: (a
develop a positive perspective of life and effextivays leading to a prosperous later life, aneoich
their knowledge about elderly people and the huseamices for seniors.
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Topics include: (1) Introduction to Gerontology) (2nderstanding the various dimensions of ageing;
(3) Theories of ageing; (4) Ways to a healthy arasperous later life; (5) Services and community
resources for seniors; and (6) Anti-ageing plan.

Note: This course is not available to BSW students.

YFINOOO1 Understanding financial markets (3 credis)

This course is jointly organised and taught by kgcmembers from the School of Economics and
Finance, the Department of Statistics and Actu&aénce, and the Department of Psychology. The
objective of this course is to help students aegair understanding of the practices and functiéns o
various financial markets. Topics include (1) Hoairces and uses of financial information; (2) The
role of various financial institutions; (3) The dehinants of interest rates; (4) Investing in stiesr
such as stocks, bonds, options and futures, aetyfoexchange; (5) Risk and return tradeoff; and (6
The psychology of financial markets.

This course requires no pre-requisite and is opedi students who are interested in knowing: @yh

to read and interpret the financial figures onfthancial pages; (2) what a change in interestmagans

to investors and businesses; (3) how to analysé&stnd bonds; (4) the nature and the use of gption
and futures; (5) how to determine risk and ret(Bhsome basic statistical techniques for the aisbyf
securities prices; and (7) the prevailing psychiglaigactors among investors in financial markets.

Note: This course is not available to students hdne taken TFINOOOL.

YJAPO0003 Women in Japan and Hong Kong (6 credits)

This course introduces students to issues of gendapan and Hong Kong, and help them analyse and
discuss gender topics through lectures and smallpgdiscussions. It gives students an overview of
women's position in Japan and Hong Kong in the 2efiitury in a variety of social settings. This
provides the background for subsequent analysisdismlssion of men's and women's roles and
positions in contemporary society. The coursededth gender aspects of socialisation, education,
popular culture, marriage, parenthood, old ageydaimarket, and public life.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

(I1) Science and Technology Studies

YSCNO0015 Art and physics (3 credits)

The basic premise of this course is that sciendeagrare both legitimate investigations into thgune

of reality; they are different, but complementaagdts of a single description of the world. Agsule
course traces parallel developments in scienceagrttiroughout history from the early Greeks to the
modern day, revealing the common creative interpleiyveen the two and the extraordinary way in
which art often tends to anticipate the scientiéigision of reality. From early Greek sculptorg\rady
Warhol, from Aristotle to Einstein, the course ceviiie major revolutions in science and art, glimgs
the achievements of the leading proponents in e8gecial attention will be given to the concepts o
space and time and to the use of perspective dadrco

Note: This course is not available to students e taken PHYS0603.
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YIHPOO0O1 Exercise, activity and you (3 credits)

This course uses an active learning educationabapp to answer some fundamental questions about
how exercise and physical activity influence ourrent lives in Hong Kong and throughout our
family's life-span. These questions focus on tinaé areas so that students develop a broad ainge
knowledge and skills in being able to make inforrdedisions about the importance of exercise across
the life-span: (1) How can exercise and activifeetfme now? (e.g. How do | choose/plan/monitor an
exercise program? What are the principles of imgih What muscles do | train? How will my body
adapt to exercise? How do | manage and prevarrigs]? Do special sports foods/drinks really help?
(2) How does exercise and activity affect youngmgsyations (e.g. Will my children really need t® b
active? How are their needs different from my owlr2 there exercises children should avoid?) (3)
How does exercise and activity affect older popaitett (€.9. Should my grandmother exercise? How is
Tai-Chi helpful? Can exercise slow down the agiracess?). The answers to these types of questions
and many similar ones are used to promote crititaking and discussion in these areas.

Note: This course is not available to BSc(SSLMylefus.

YSCNOO006 Food: facts and fallacies (3 credits)

This course aims to provide greater understandirigeofoods in our daily diet, and to discuss festo
affecting safety and healthfulness of food. Anlinatof the origin, history and processing of foods
such as rice, tea, noodles, beer, wine, cheesartyafocolate, tofu, etc., will be given. Studewill
find answers to common questions, such as (1)dsviee really good for you? (2) Is there anything
wrong with instant noodles? and (3) Does yogurtmwte health? An outline of food safety problems in
Hong Kong will be included. Students will learn htminterpret manufacturers health claims for foods
and nutritional products, and learn the basicsitefpreting clinical trial data.

Note: This course is not available to BSc studdattoewing the Food and Nutritional Science
programme.

YPSY0002 Healthy body, healthy mind (3 credits)

Is it true, as some people say, that doing exehefigs people live longer? Does it improve feeliofs
depression? Does it boost our confidence? Doedptieduce high levels of anxiety — would it help
combat the effects of examination stress? How ntigistwork? How much exercise is necessary to
change our states of mental health? Are thereuserisks in doing this exercise? Can some people
become addicted to exercise? Who and why? Thisseduwelps students understand more about the
effects of exercise and assess your own physicdl paychological state. It broadens students’
knowledge through an analysis of the relationskigvkeen exercise and health using scientific rekearc
in areas such as sports science, physiology, imlagpoendocrinology and psychology as the basis.

Note: This course is not available to first-yeardeints and BSc(SSLM) students.

YSCNOO0O07 Hong Kong's natural environment (3 credits

Hong Kong is one of the world’s pre-eminent citrath a population of 7 million people occupying a
small fraction of coastal southern China. It isméas for its skyscrapers and frenetic life. Yethim a

few kilometres of the urban areas are jagged masjtaecluded valleys, spectacular rock forms and
breathtaking vistas. This course aims to explainratural environment, from the rocks beneath our
feet and the forces that have sculpted them, téatlnea and flora that also call Hong Kong their bom
We will take you from 400 million-year-old rocks tigers on Lantau Island and 200+ varieties of
butterfly. We will look at the migrant birds thetbp off to refuel in the expanses of the Mai Pos¥ies.

We will also examine and assess man’s impact oartligonment to see where we are going wrong and
to consider various solutions.

Note: This course is not available to BSc studenfsliowing the Biology/Earth
Sciences/Environmental Life Science programme amdests who have taken EASC0101.



1161

YSCNO0O011 How chemistry contributes to the advanceemt of modern technology? (3 credits)

Topics include: (1) The air we breath and relatedrenmental problems: air pollutants, acid rains,
destruction of ozone and interaction of CFCs witbre layer, chemistry of global warming, responses
of chemists to the global crisis; (2) Energy soaraed their influence to our society: fossil fuetgy,

an introduction to petrochemicals, petroleum refinprocesses, transformation of energy; (3) Drug
discovery: by accident and by design. Examplesudel aspirin, steroids, sex hormones, and
contraceptive pills. Importance of stereo isonagrd the story of Thalidomide. Other related prasluc
including cosmetics and personal health-care pitsdyd) The world of plastics: development of
plastics and polymers in 20th century and theistis@ur daily life - from a plastic bag to elecsily
conducting polymers. How a computer microprocegsananufactured by "chemical processes"; (5)
Examples of how chemistry is applied to solve peatd. For example: collection and analysis of
forensic evidence, diagnosis of diseases, anabyffskazardous substances in consumer products e.g.
pesticides in vegetables, additives in food, heaeyals in toys, etc.; and (6) Chemistry of the ffeitu
drug design, nano-materials, alternate energy ssursing computers to do chemistry.

Note: This course is not available to students wiawe taken CHEMO003, CHEM1101, or
CHEM1502 and students who have obtained a pask/MAChemistry.

YSCNO009 Introduction to astronomy (3 credits)

This course focuses on the observational aspeastodonomy and the physics of our solar system.
Topics include: (1) The basic units in astronor(8; The motion of the objects in the sky; (3)
Retrograde motions; (4) The celestial sphere; @g&ial coordinate systems; (6) Constellations and
star atlas; (7) A brief history of astronomy andwptation; (8) Telescopes and electromagnetic waves
(9) Stellar brightness; (10) The Earth, the tidhs, Moon and lunar and solar eclipses; and (11) All
planets and other small objects in our solar syste@aiso provides students with a basic undediten

of the relationship of astronomy to life. Studeats expected to participate actively in the atési
held.

Note: This course is not available to final yeardsints and students who have taken PHYS0001/
PHYS0003.

YSCNO0012 Magnificent universe - chance or desidB credits)

This course starts by introducing the concept ¢hrapic balance, and describes some of the main
anthropic balances. Both (i) the designer God @ihdhe anthropic principle plus many worlds
explanations, are put forward as reasons for thie@mic universe. Consideration is given to whethe
or not there is other intelligent life "out thereA lecture on how the first living cell could haagsen
from non-living inorganic compounds is followed twyo on the neo-Darwinian Synthesis and how it
may in principle explain the lack of transitionakiins in the fossil record. A critique is giventbé
neo-Darwinian theory in terms of evidence on thelggical time scale and in terms of recently
discovered irreducibly complex biochemical systeritie historical development of the teleological
argument for God's existence is surveyed as waltkamajor criticisms by Hume and Russell. The
effect of Darwinian thought and naturalism on thguanent is discussed. A lecture is given on thve ne
"intelligent design movement" in which informatitimeory is proposed as a means to detect design.
Finally the contentious issue of the problem ofexirig is dealt with by looking into the Bible attte
works of modern theologians.
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YSCNO0002 Mathematics: a cultural heritage (3 credits)

In the words of Hermann Weyl (1885-1955): "[But]tmamatics sets the standard of objective truth for
all intellectual endeavours; science and technologgr witness to its practical usefulness. Besides
language and music, it is one of the primary maisfisons of the free creative power of the human
mind, and it is the universal organ for world-urelending through theoretical construction.
Mathematics must therefore remain an essentialezieof the knowledge and abilities which we have
to teach, of the culture we have to transmit, eorthxt generation."

This course attempts to elaborate this exhortatiomugh examples gathered from the long history of
mathematics, around our daily lives, in other ardasuman endeavours and in Nature. Rather than
transmitting a body of technical knowledge in mathécs, the emphasis is placed on appreciating,
contemplating and discussing about the beautytilisy and the "Way" of mathematics. The demand
on technical preparation in mathematics is minirsaly up to the level of General Mathematics in
school, but students are expected to possess segneedof intellectual curiosity and willingness to
participate in the reasoning process.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(BSE)/g@nfoE)/BEng(ME)/ BEng(MedE) students.

YSCNO0013 Nuclear energy and the environment (3 ailés)

The course covers the following topics: (1) Nataadl man-made radioactivity; (2) Health effects of
radiation; (3) Nuclear fission and fusion; (4) Nesd fuel cycles; (5) Nuclear power plants; (6)
Radioactive waste disposal; (7) Nuclear explosiang nuclear weapons; (8) Risk assessment; (9)
Accidents and interventions; (10) Radionuclide vta in ecosystems; (11) The future of nuclear
power-fusion reactors. Emphasis is on non-textboaterials and concerns in our dalily life.

Note: This course is not available to students e taken PHYS0605.

YSCNO001 Science and technology in the modern wor(8 credits)

This course consists of 4 components: (1) Life,clvhileals with topics such as biodiversity, food
production and biotechnology in the day to daydfé&wumans; (2) Materials, which takes an histdrica
look at how humans have made use of various metef® Energy, which explains the range of energy
sources exploited by man (fossil fuels; plant bisspanuclear, solar, wind, water and geothermal
sources); and (4) Environment, which selects glabaiate changes, food supplies and pollution as
examples of the human-environment interaction

Note: This course is not available to BEng/BSc/EXIS) students.

YSCNO0014 Scientific thinking and interesting disoveries (3 credits)

This course relates scientific thinking to interggscientific discoveries. It provides an intratian of

the logic of scientific thinking that leads everllyi¢o interesting scientific discoveries. The ceeialso
emphasizes the appreciation of these discoverigbs thair implications. Topics include: (1)
Investigation on scientific thinking: why and ho{2) Scientific discovery as problem solving? (3nCa
we "plan" discoveries? The interesting discovetede examined are: (i) Maser, laser and their
applications; (ii) Molecular soccerball and nanbreaogy; (iii) Transgenesis and animal cloning) (iv
Cell engineering; (v) Einstein and relativity; afwi) Critical temperature and superconductivity.

Note: This course is not available to BSc students.
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YARCO0002  Sustainability in the built environment (3credits)
"If you are not a part of the solution, you are atps the problent - anon.

We spend the vast majority of our lives within biings and the built environment has a significant
impact on the quality of human life and the healdmg sustainable development of society. With
increasing environmental crises caused by the melyedense urban situation, people in Hong Kong
are becoming more and more concerned about therraad future living conditions. This course
aims to develop better understanding of sustaiityabilthe context of built environment for studeim

all disciplines and all years. It focuses on rajsihe awareness of the built world's connection to
environmental issues, examining the principlestants for sustainable architecture and explorirgg th
methods for reducing the environmental impact. Toerse is designed with an emphasis on
interdisciplinary reflection, systems thinking asttaring of students' own experience.

Note: This course is not available to BA(ArchSt&ihg(BSE)/BEng(ME)/BSc(Surv) students

YSCNO004  The gene (3 credits)

The objective of this course is to expose studertise impact of the gene on modern society. \Wear
the dawn of a true biotechnology and informatiarhtelogy explosion. It is only a little over 50aye

ago that Watson and Crick first described the dotblical structure of the DNA molecule initiatithge
advancement of molecular biology that will resalthe complete sequencing of the human genome in
the next five years. The completion of the humanagne sequencing project will lead to a better
understanding of diseases, new diagnostic assaybhasubsequent development of therapeutic drugs,
leading to a better quality of life. It will aldwing about many technical and ethical issues witkch

the general public will need to deal. The goahid course is to expose students from all backugeu

to the basic unit of inheritance, the gene, andnmgact in various scientific and social discipbne
Topics include: (1) The chemical basis of the géReGene evolution; (3) Genes and food; (4) Gene
chips; (5) Animal cloning; (6) Genes and diseaZg;Genes and crime; (8) The human genome and
computer science; (9) Genes and behavior; andG&@gtic implications to law and society.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(MedEishts, students who have obtained a pass in
AL/AS Biology and students who have taken BIOL0120.

YSCNO0010 The microbes — friend or foe? (3 credits)

The aim of the course is to expose students tantpacts of microbes in our daily life. Throughshi
course students are expected to have a betteratadeing of the existence and the importance of
microbes in our modern society. The growth of wias, the influence of microbes in (1) The natural
environment; (2) Causing disease; (3) The developroé biotechnology; (4) Medicine; (5) Food
production; and (6) Cleanup of environmental palhtis etc. will be included.

Note: This course is naivailable to BEng(MedE) students, BSc student®votig the Biology/
Biochemistry/Animal and Plant Biotechnology/FooddaNutritional Science/Environmental
Life Science programme, BSc (Bioinformatics) studeand students who have obtained a pass
in AL/AS Biology

YPHY0001 Thinking and knowing about your body (3 cedits)

The objectives of this course are: (1) To providgeaeral background knowledge on the biological
functions of the human body; (2) To identify andatiss individual, social, or cultural factors thgéct
body functions; (3) To communicate the significanfdactors that influence body functions. Topics
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include: (1) Our body; (2) Smoking in our lung; EXercise your health; (4) The universe in youirgra
(5) "We are what we eat"; and (6) The book of life.

Note: This course is not available to BEng(Medkjents.

(111) Culture and Value Studies
YARCO0001 Architecture and design appreciation (Zredits)

This course aims to introduce architecture andgletsi beginning undergraduate students. It assumes
no previous knowledge or training in the subjeat aerves to stimulate interests in understandiag th
relationship between human and the physically eesigand built environment. Breakthrough works
of various artists, designers and architects, wWastdundamental influences on their contemporaries
will be introduced and analysed so that the tingniftance of design, and its process may be
understood and appreciated.

Note: This course is not available to BA(ArchSt&§¢(Surv) students and students who have taken
ARCH1009.

YSOCO0003 Body, beauty and fashion (3 credits)

This is not a course about how to use make-up guide to fashionable clothing! Instead, it takes
students on an exploration of the links betweeryploeluty and fashion from a variety of perspestive
such as sociology, social policy, economics anaipsipgy. These various perspectives together offer
students a way of seeing how individual level iss(li#e self-esteem, stigma and identity) shape and
are shaped by community level issues (mass mesba)etal level issues (gender) and global level
issues (globalisation and westernisation). Thisre® examines these issues in a variety of formats
through guest lectures, mass media analysis, \liexy workshops and so on.

Note: This course is not available to students hdne taken TSOCO0003.

YCHIO003 Chinese language and visual rhetoric in dyerspace (3 credits)

This course aims at honing students’ Chinese layguskills to communicate effectively in the
cyberspace at individual, corporate and global l&evdt helps students enhance their writing and
communication skills through emerging communicaterhnologies. Custom-built to teach students to
use Chinese language as a new vehicle for the dxgaglobal communication network, this course
covers: (1) Communication theory; (2) Chinese é&tgr for the cyberspace; (3) Information
configuration principles for Chinese; (4) Refleaisoon integrating and presenting digital media as
rhetorical activities; and (5) Mastery of IT knowtge.

Note: This course is not available to final yeaidsints and BA students.

YPSY0004 Christianity and society (3 credits)

This course aims to give students a fundamentatnstehding of how Christianity is related to vagou
academic disciplines. Being a major factor inshaping of the Western civilisation and societyt tha
we have inherited today, Christianity has far-réaglimpact on human history, dividing the histotica
calendar by its very entry. Its influence can bersin many aspects of our society today, including
ethics, scientific development, human relationswafi as ideological foundations of law and civil
rights.
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In this course, students will be invited to actyvegdarticipate in lectures that will examine the
relationship of Christianity with the social scies¢physical sciences, ethics, and law. Critlaking,
developing one's own opinion and thoughts througlodue, reading and research, and appreciation
for different perspectives will be encouraged.

YMEDOO0OO2 Confronting moral dilemmas in the modern vorld (3 credits)

This brief course introduces students to an ethiisglourse of some global, societal and persosaés
which acutely impinge on the moral consciousnegh@ftontemporary mind. In a pluralistic modern
society such as Hong Kong, each citizen as a nageait will develop his or her own ethical framework
based on her own particular set of values and waeds when confronted with a moral dilemma, and
yet corporately as a whole, somehow, we all haveach a certain moral consensus or "equilibrium"
together. Lecture themes include: (1) Methodolalgepproaches to Ethical Thinking and Moral
Decision-making; (2) Rich-Poor Polarity: 1st/3rdndo over-population, globalisation, individualism,
community, social justice, charity; (3) Ecologidatisis: anthrocentrism, economic development,
technological progress, consumerism; (4) Reprodediechnology, Cloning, Stem Cells; (5) Family:
marriage, divorce, family violence, "intentionalhgle family, "same-sex" family; and (6) Death and
Dying: physician-assisted suicide, euthanasia, ntahy suicide, legitimate homicide (capital
punishment).

Note: This course is not available to final yeadsits.

YEDUOOO1  Critical thinking (3 credits)

This course introduces students to the skills afiydital and critical thought for application toeth
university studies and everyday lives. The counss o develop students’ skills of critical questitg
and reasoning, logical argument, analysis, probseiing, essay writing, and critical thinking in
conversation and presentation. Students will eagaactically in class with problems requiringicat
reasoning, as a preparation for some of the mdfieuti questions, choices, and challenges that fac
them in their university studies, in their futuleer at work, and in their everyday lives.

YARCO0003  Culture, place and architecture (3 credity

The goal of architecture is, by definition, the iepentation of meaningful and significant desigeeisl.
The purpose of this course is to introduce nonitcture undergraduates to the ways in which
architecture fulfils the varied and conflicting demds to be beautiful, functional, economically
respondent, environmentally efficient and philodoally meaningful. As we progress in and develop
with technological resolve and sophistication ire thlst century, the environment of design in
architecture has become increasingly complex. fAdetstand design ideas in architecture today
requires the incorporation of the engineer, thastarthe geographer, the economist and the
anthropologist. The implementation of any desigthe built form has become today the masterful
resolution of conflicting demands and causes. &apg with the facile development of technology in
the manifestation of design, the tradition with g¥hwe evaluate culture and place, within the cdragéx
architecture is directly challenged. This couss@gsigned to clearly and comprehensively introdoice
students the differing elements in the considemnatind metamorphosis of architecture from idea to
construction.

Additionally, there is also an emphasis in the wayvhich students, as users and future clients of
architecture, can play an active and constructe in the design of buildings. Content of therseu
will maintain a broader scope from which the difietr facets in the study of architecture will be
discussed and maintained. Topics regarding teolgplthe environment, conservation and
preservation within the context of Hong Kong andn@hare important components of this course.
They will be discussed by specialists and guestitecs.

Note: This course is not available to BA(ArchSt8H¢(Surv) students.



1166

YPHI0002 Culture, value and the meaning of life (2redits)

Human life has value. Why? What is value? Dae&slcome from nature? From biology? Or from
history? We transmit cultures, histories, andaqgeiactices. What makes such cultural transmissio
possible? If we have different cultures, do ouedi have different values? Do cultures create our
values? Why do we value art? Why is death bad@sd are some of the questions we might explore in
this course. Topics include: (1) Nature, value hadhan life; (2) Religion, values and the meanihg o
Life; (3) Cultures in conflict; (4) Cultural evoioh and Memes: how do cultures transmit themselves;
(5) Nihilism: how is it possible for us to "lose"emnings or a sense of meaning?; (6) Doctors, piatien
and the meaning of death; (7) Zen and the mearfilifig o(8) "Why do you want to die?" A questiornrfo
bicentennial man; and (9) What is death? Shouldeaeit?

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

YHIS0005 Exploring Hong Kong history through Hong Kong streets (3 credits)

Hong Kong's interesting and — to many studentsrgelg unknown local history is explored in this
course by an unusual but highly rewarding meansseodering the fascinating background of its
districts, their streets and the institutions, basses and people who form part of them.

This course gives students wider exposure to numdssues related to the specialised study of local
history; there is also the opportunity to exploral distory methodology in some depth during their
research project. Students will participate indfigips to older urban districts of Hong Kong, Buas
Western, Yaumatei, Shaukeiwan and Wanchai to ilhate the subject background to lectures and
seminars. Later they will complete a researchautapn a particular street in an area of their @hoi
outlining its own history, points of interest arftbtpast and present relationship that exists kigh t
surrounding neighbourhood. On completion of therse, students will have gained a broader
understanding of Hong Kong society, by focusingsoraller details that many might otherwise have
never observed.

Note: This course is not available to final yeaidsints and BA students.

YJIMS0003 Gangs, gangsters and the media (3 credits)

The course explores the nature of infamy and theaahon culture and myth of selected media's
coverage of gangs and gangsters. Worldwide, remi@sens of wrongdoing and wrongdoers are
staples of newspapers, magazines, books, televasidrfilm. Spectacular crimes by notorious gangs
and gangsters become folkloric and celebrated aseociety condemns the conduct and punishes the
offender. Case studies based on articles, booksilemlillustrate how media portrayals of gangs and
gangsters in Hong Kong and the United States telibeal values even as they sometimes distort the
"truth” of events.

YLANOOO1 Introducing Germany and the Germans (3 dits)

This course provides an introduction to contempolite in Germany. Topics include: (1) The German
language; (2) Outline of German history; (3) Gepbieal diversity; (4) Housing and urban
development; (5) Federalism; (6) Germany's polisyatem; (7) Festivals; (8) Family; (9) Youth; {10
Education; (11) Arts and music; (12) Leisure time aports; (13) Protection of the environment; (14)
Women and society; and (15) Cultural representatiomdvertising. All lectures will be conducted i
English.

Note: This course is not available to BA studemi$ students who have taken LANGO0002.

2 Subject to the Senate's approval
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YJAPO0001 Introduction to Japanese culture (6 creds)

This course covers different aspects of Japanesetg@nd culture. Topics includes: (1) the larggua
Japanese people use and the way they communigptke (historical and geographical backgrounds of
Japan; and (3) Japanese literature, arts andamligihen it goes on to look at the family, soetiion

and education, work and popular culture in contapoJapanese society, before finishing with a
discussion of its present-day government and pslitiAll the discussions on each aspect of Japanese
society will be put into a comparative perspectitth Hong Kong society.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

YMUSO0003  Introduction to musics of the world (6 cedits)

This course examines a range of music from througthe world including North America, Southeast
Asia, West Africa, the Caribbean, and Europe. @&grsuch as salsa and zydeco (United States),
gamelan gong kebyar (Indonesia), bawa and higt@feana), son and rumba (Cuba), samba (Brazil),
flamenco (Spain), fado (Portugal), and rembetikeeéBe) are examined in their social, cultural and
historical contexts. The course also discussasgesssaised by cross-cultural inquiry. Practical
performance in a musical ensemble is includederctiurse.

Note: This course is only available to first-yeantBA students who have not taken MUSI1004.

YLAWO0005 Law in context: current legal issues (3 cedits)

Controversial legal issues are regularly subjedtpress coverage and public attention. Recent
examples include: the issue of right of abode farmmand born children of Hong Kong permanent
residents, the national flag desecration casettencegulation of "Falun Gong".

This course considers selected topical legal issfiemportance to Hong Kong people, and helps
students develop an understanding of how law affilaetm in their daily lives. The course contert wi
vary, depending on current developments in Hongg<on

The objectives of this course are to: (1) encoudiye learning and critical thinking; (2) enhance

awareness and understanding of topical legal issuagortance to Hong Kong people and of how law

may affect their daily lives; (3) develop ability analyse these current legal issues from different
perspectives; (4) develop one's own perspectiveedking at these current legal issues; and (5)
develop communication and articulation skills.

Note: This course is not available to LLB students.

YBUDOO0O1 Money, love and morality (3 credits)

Despite the advancement of science and technologyind that human nature remains basically the
same. The increase in material comforts, medigcegscand communication techniques finds us no
happier than people living a hundred years or adhnd years ago. We are still troubled by ouirigsl

of greed, anger, jealousy, anxiety, fear, stressiasecurity. This course takes money and love as
examples to demonstrate how the ancient wisdormudfiBism and other religions can give us insight
to these problems and attempts to help us to watkapplicable solutions. Topics include : (1)
Importance of economic development for spiritu; [{(2) Wise way of earning and spending money;
(3) State management of economy; (4) Limitatiofeds and disadvantages of wealth; (5) Material
wealth and spiritual wealth; (6) Harmful effect pdssessive love, emotion and lust; (7) The true
meaning and value of love; (8) How to practise art&nd loving-kindness towards parents, friends,
classmates, community and so on.
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YPHIO004 Paradoxes and puzzles (3 credits)

A paradox is a piece of reasoning that leads fratatement that is apparently true to a conclugian

is apparently crazy, yet each step of the reasos@egns perfectly good. For example (a very old
example), start with the statement that every staie is either true or false. Now consider the
statement "This statement is false". We can easilgon that, if this statement is true, it mudhaltee.
Equally, we can reason that, if it is false, it mnbe true! These paradoxes are not like the
"brain-twisters". They are not easy to solve, andthinking about them, we can learn some very
fundamental lessons about how we think and reason.

Typically, a session will begin with the lecturersdribing a paradox, after which students willigts
groups to try and work out solutions. Then welslilatome together, and the various proposalshwll
discussed. The emphasis will be on coming up gétbd, original ideas, brain-storming and presenting
thoughts in a clear, logical ways.

Note: This course is not available to BA students.

YCASO0001 The way we grew up — a personal study ofadg Kong culture and identity
(3 credits)

In the age of rapid globalisation, it is esserttgbosition Hong Kong as the node of political, mammic

and cultural interactions of the world. A detaibtt thorough evaluation of her history and sodgty
thus of the greatest importance. A multi-discigtynassessment of the portrayal of Hong Kong will
provide students with a creative picture of theifetcourse in the 21st century, and evaluate thregHo
Kong identities they possess. This course shouldebeeived as groundwork for advanced learning.
We believe that theoretical analysis of Hong Kofgdny and culture has to be complemented and
supported by historical accounts. This course rauegly incorporates various research insights and
approaches to ensure a far-reaching portrait edyisnd society.

(IV) Information Technology Courses

YITC1001 Foundations to information technology (3 cedits)

This course aims to introduce the basic knowleddgaformation Technology including concepts of
computer hardware, software, PC systems, the ketennd World Wide Web (WWW), multimedia,
legal aspects of software, multilingual computiagg information search strategies. The objectives
this course are: (1) to enable students to use software packages and some common communication
tools; (2) to enable students to appreciate theahpf Information Technology on teaching, learning
and research; and (3) to prepare students to suavid excel in the digital University environmentia

the modern society.

Note: This course is not available to students tdne successfully completed YITC1002.

YITC1002 Information technology proficiency test

This test comprises two parts. Part A takes tha foff multiple choices, true or false questions, &ihd

in the blanks. Part B is a set of task-based trestfor example, questions requiring studente&al

and reply to an email; search information on therimet; typeset a document, etc.

The test syllabus covers similar topics as thaYiRC1001, for example: (1) Basic concepts in
computer hardware and software; (2) Use of simppdieation software such as word processor; and (3)
Use of common communication tools such as emailrevesgroup. The whole test will last for two
hours.

Note: This course is not available to students e successfully completed YITC1001.



