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Outstanding Young Researcher Award

Dr Michael CHAU Chiu Lung

周昭瀧博士
School of Business 商學院

Dr CHAU is an Associate Professor in the School of Business of the Faculty of Business and 
Economics, and the Warden of Lee Chi Hung Hall. He received his PhD degree in Management 
Information Systems from the University of Arizona and his BSc degree in Computer Science 

and Information Systems from the University of Hong Kong.

The intersection of information systems, computer science, and information science is where Dr 
Chau’s research is centred. Through crossdisciplinary research and collaboration, he conducts 
pioneering work in the applications of information technologies and computational methods 
in information management and knowledge discovery in various business, education, and 
social domains. His research goal is to advance knowledge in the theory, design, development 
and evaluation of these applications. In particular, he focusses on the complex problem of how 
information technologies can assist individuals and organisations to effectively and efficiently 
discover, retrieve, manage, and utilise information from the Web and online social media. 

Dr Chau’s research has been well published and recognised. It has 
resulted in over 120 publications in high-quality journals and 
conferences and has received more than 3,000 citations. The 
algorithms and system architectures proposed in his research 
have been widely adopted by both academia and industry. He 
is also highly ranked in several research productivity studies.
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Outstanding Young Researcher Award

Dr LI Xuechen 

李學臣博士
Department of Chemistry 化學系

Dr LI received his BSc degree from Nankai University, MSc from the University of Alberta and 
PhD from Harvard University (2003–2006). After postdoctoral work at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York, he joined the Department of Chemistry at the University of Hong 

Kong as an Assistant Professor in 2009 and was recently promoted to Associate Professor in 2014. 

The central theme of Dr Li’s research focusses on the chemical biology of peptides / proteins and 
carbohydrates with the aim of studying fundamental biological questions and developing potential 
therapeutic applications. Over the past five years, Dr Li and his team have established their signature 
research by developing a novel peptide / protein ligation technology, which has made a great impact 
on the field. This technology has been selected and highlighted by The Cutting Edge of Chemistry –
Thomson Reuters (October, 2013). In addition, they have been working on the development of new 
cyclic peptide-based antibiotics and carbohydrate-based anti-influenza viral agents. Dr Li has published 
over 30 peer-reviewed papers at HKU since 2009. He was made a Taishan Scholar in Pharmacy 
(Shandong) in 2012 and received a Wuxi PharmaTech Life Science and Chemistry Award in 2013.

Dr Li believes that the most exciting part in his academic career is growing 
alongside young students and helping them develop positive and mature 
attitudes, critical thinking, perseverance, and self-motivation when facing 
challenges and frustration. 
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Mr John LIN Chun Han 

林君翰先生
Department of Architecture 建築學系

Mr LIN studied both Arts and Engineering programmes at The Cooper Union, New York, and 
received a professional degree in Architecture in 2002. He joined the University of Hong Kong 
in 2006, where he is now an Associate Professor. His current research concerns the process of 

urbanisation in rural China, with a focus on the sustainable development of Chinese villages. 

Since 2006, together with Mr Joshua Bolchover, Mr Lin has been the Director of Rural Urban Framework 
(RUF), a design and research platform established at the Faculty of Architecture dedicated to innovating 
and testing strategies for rural urbanisation. Working with charities and local Mainland governments, 
they have developed new prototypes for schools, hospitals, community centres, toilets, bridges, and 
village houses. Research into how large-scale processes of urbanisation affect villages throughout China 
has led to 10 built projects that combine local materials and labour with contemporary sustainable 
ideas. 

The work of RUF has received numerous international awards including the Ralph Erskine Award in 
2014, given for innovation in architecture that ‘benefits the less privileged 
in society’; the Architectural Record’s Design Vanguard in 2013; and 
the ICON Award for Emerging Architectural Practice of the Year in 
2013. Mr Lin’s ‘House for All Seasons’, a rural prototype built in China, 
won the Architectural Review’s House Award 2012, the WA Chinese 
Architecture Award 2012 and the Wienerberger Brick Award 2014.

Outstanding Young Researcher Award
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Dr Joseph WU Tsz Kei 

胡子祺博士
School of Public Health 公共衛生學院

Dr WU received a BS in Chemical Engineering and a PhD in Operations Research from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He joined the University of Hong Kong in 2005 and is 
now an Associate Professor in the School of Public Health (SPH).

Dr Wu’s research focusses on epidemiology and the control of infectious diseases, especially human and 
avian influenza. His work primarily entails using mathematical models to assess the potential benefits 
and costs of different strategies for epidemic mitigation and surveillance. Since 2006, he has been a 
member of the Scientific Committee of the Centre for Health Protection in Hong Kong, advising the 
government on pandemic preparedness and response. In recent years, he has been working closely 
with the China Center for Disease Control on public health interventions against avian influenza A / 
H7N9 and hand-foot-and-mouth disease in Mainland China. 

Infectious disease modelling is an interdisciplinary area. As such, Dr Wu has the opportunity to work 
closely with and learn from a diverse group of collaborators including clinicians, virologists and 
health economists. He led the production of HKU’s first Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) called 
‘Epidemics’ in 2014. Hosted on the edX platform, ‘Epidemics’ features a multidisciplinary effort from the 
SPH to take learners on a journey through not only the fundamental scientific 
principles underlying epidemics but also the public health actions behind the 
prevention and control of epidemics in the 21st century.   

Outstanding Young Researcher Award
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The Outstanding Researcher Award is conferred for exceptional research 
accomplishments of international merit. Awards are made annually, and are open to 
academic staff of all grades and other staff on Terms of Service I whose main duty is 
research. Award winners receive a monetary award of HK$250,000 to further their 
research.

Nominations and applications for the 2013–2014 Outstanding Researcher Awards 
were considered by a special Sub-Committee of the University Research Committee, 
chaired by Professor MOK Ngai Ming (Department of Mathematics). The Members 
of this Sub-Committee included Professor Terry AU Kit Fong (Department of 
Psychology), Professor Kathryn CHEAH Song Eng (Department of Biochemistry), 
Professor Angela LEUNG Ki Che (Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences), Professor Ed WU Xuekui (Department of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering), and Professor Vivian YAM Wing Wah (Department of Chemistry). In 
making its recommendations, the Sub-Committee took into account documented 
evidence of international recognition of candidates’ research accomplishments, the 
quality and quantity of their research publications, their ability to attract research 
grants (taking into account the prestige of the funding bodies and the size of the 
grants awarded), and their involvement in high-impact applied research work.

Outstanding 
Researcher 

Award
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Outstanding Researcher Award

Professor GUAN Yi

管軼教授
Daniel CK Yu Professor in Virology 於崇光基金教授 ( 病毒學 )
School of Public Health 公共衛生學院

Professor GUAN graduated in Medicine from Jiangxi Medical College and completed his 
paediatrics training at Beijing Union Medical College. After seven years as a paediatrician, he 
undertook his PhD on influenza at the University of Hong Kong. He performed postdoctoral 

work at St Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee before returning to HKU, where 
he is currently the Daniel CK Yu Endowed Professor in Virology. Recently, he was named as one of the 
world’s Highly Cited Researchers by Thomson Reuters.

The ecology, evolution and pathogenesis of influenza and other emerging respiratory viruses are 
the main foci of Professor Guan’s research. With his team, he has established a major influenza virus 
surveillance network in southern China and contributed virus sequences to international repositories. 
He identified the main precursors and transmission pathways of the highly pathogenic H5N1 avian 
influenza viruses, initiated the study of the now highly prevalent H9N2 avian influenza viruses and 
made major contributions to our understanding of the development of the 2009 pandemic influenza 
virus. His identification of wild animals at markets as the intermediate hosts for human infections 

with the SARS coronavirus helped avert a second outbreak. Recently, he 
has delineated the genesis, source, pathogenicity and transmissibility of 

the avian H7N9 influenza virus that is currently causing severe human 
infections in China.

Professor Guan is committed to a thorough investigation of viruses 
in the field, aiming to identify their source and evolution to help 
prevent epidemics and pandemics. 

3636



Outstanding Researcher Award

Professor LI Yuguo

李玉國教授
Department of Mechanical Engineering 機械工程系

Professor LI Yuguo is a Professor and Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, the 
University of Hong Kong. He studied at Shanghai Jiaotong University, Tsinghua University, 
and the Royal Institute of Technology in Sweden, and was a Principal Research Scientist with 

CSIRO in Australia, before joining HKU in 2000.

The interface between the built environment and fluid mechanics is where Professor Li’s research 
interests lie. His current research topics include the physics of winds and the thermal environment 
in cities, and environmental studies of infection. His work revealed the roles played by airflow and 
ventilation in the 2003 Amoy Gardens SARS outbreak. His team has developed advanced computer 
modelling tools and theories for engineering control of infection, and the work was developed into 
guidelines for the World Health Organization. With Hong Kong as a laboratory, they are developing 
new understanding and design tools for the urban climate. He received a State Scientific and 
Technological Progress Award (Second Prize) in 2010, an HKU Outstanding Young Researcher Award 
in 2003, and a Rydberg Gold Medal from the Organisation of National Societies of Heating, Ventilating 
and Air-Conditioning in the Northern countries (SCANVAC) in 2014. 

Professor Li’s research goal is to achieve a sustainable, healthy and 
liveable built environment. He is especially drawn to socially relevant 
research problems and hypotheses that challenge conventional 
wisdom. As one of the densest cities in the world, Hong Kong is a 
great choice as a base for his research. 
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Professor YANG Hailiang 

楊海亮教授
Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science 統計及精算學系

Professor YANG received his PhD from the University of Alberta and a Master of Actuarial Science 
from the University of Waterloo. He joined the University of Hong Kong in 1996 and is currently a 
Professor in the Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science.

Professor Yang’s research is on actuarial science and mathematical finance. His research topics include 
ruin probability and related problems, optimal investment policies, and option pricing. Recently, his 
research has been focussing on equity-linked insurance products. These products are popular in the 
insurance industry. Their valuation and hedging are a challenge in actuarial science. Together with 
Professors Gerber and Shiu (both Honorary Professors of the Department), a new valuation approach 
for these products is proposed and a substantial series of closed-form formulas is obtained. Professor 
Yang has published over 150 peer-reviewed papers in leading actuarial science and related journals. His 
research has been recognised by actuarial science researchers worldwide. In 2014, he was elected as 
an Honorary Fellow of the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries and a Corresponding Member of the Swiss 
Association of Actuaries in recognition of his research accomplishments and contributions. 

On receiving the HKU Outstanding Research Award, Professor Yang would like to thank the Department 
and the University for providing him further support and inspiration for his 
research in actuarial science.

Outstanding Researcher Award
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Professor ZHOU Zhongjun 

周中軍教授
Department of Biochemistry 生物化學系

Professor ZHOU graduated with a BSc in Biochemistry from Xiamen University. He obtained a PhD in 
Pathophysiology from the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, and later a second PhD in Medical 
Biochemistry from the Karolinska Institute. He joined the University of Hong Kong in 2002 and is 

currently Professor in the Department of Biochemistry. 

Professor Zhou started his scientific career in cancer research, with a strong interest in functional genomics. 
His pioneering working on MT1-MMP, a membrane bound matrix metalloproteinase, demonstrated its 
critical role in skeletal formation, craniofacial development and blood vessel outgrowth. Since joining HKU, 
he has focussed on the role of this proteinase in regulating signalling pathways in various developmental 
processes, such as skull formation, lymphocyte differentiation and inflammatory responses. 

Ageing is Professor Zhou’s main research direction. To understand ageing processes, he has investigated 
the accelerated ageing syndrome in humans. He developed the first animal model for Hutchinson-
Gilford Progeria Syndrome (HGPS), and hypothesised that genome instability is behind this most 
severe human premature ageing disease. His team revealed the mechanisms underlying accelerated 
senescence, stem cell depletion and premature ageing and showed common pathways for HGPS and 
normal ageing processes. He has developed an innovative intervention 
for premature ageing in animals that allows 30% extension of lifespan 
and considerable amelioration of ageing symptoms, and a similar 
intervention is currently being trialled for HGPS patients. Professor 
Zhou hopes that his work will eventually help to develop a new 
strategy in fighting ageing-associated diseases and extend our 
healthspan. 

Outstanding Researcher Award
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As part of the Teaching Excellence Award Scheme, the Outstanding Teaching Award 
(OTA) signifies the University’s commitment to recognising and promoting excellence 
in teaching. This year, four teachers have been selected to receive the Award.  

Nominations for the Award were considered by a Selection Panel chaired by the 
President and Vice-Chancellor. Members of the Panel comprised Professor Ian 
HOLLIDAY, Vice-President and Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Teaching and Learning), Professor 
Grahame Tony BILBOW, Director of the Centre for the Enhancement of Teaching and 
Learning, Dr David Martin POMFRET, 2012 UGC Teaching Award recipient and 2010 
OTA recipient, Mr Brenton NG Wing Yip, a student representative nominated by the 
Students’ Union and Professor Dai HOUNSELL, the external member. The University is 
indeed grateful to Professor Hounsell, Professor Emeritus and former Vice-Principal of 
the University of Edinburgh, for providing expert advice. 

The Panel was deeply impressed by the awardees’ dedication to their students, their 
creative and tireless efforts to make learning enjoyable and challenging, and the 
impact they have made on their students’ learning. The Panel was confident that 
all award recipients will continue to contribute significantly to the enhancement of 
teaching and learning at HKU. 

Outstanding 
Teaching

Award
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Outstanding Teaching Award

Dr Michael George BOTELHO

Faculty of Dentistry 牙醫學院 

 

My approach to teaching and learning has evolved since my first year at HKU after a Centre 
for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning orientation course in my first month and 
continues to this day. I have 19 years teaching experience at HKU, each one different, each one 

rewarding, each one challenging which makes me realise I still have more to do and a lot more to learn. 
Students change, content changes, expectations change, pedagogy changes which means I need to 
change. This change drives the search for improving the learning experience for our students.
 
After initial challenging experiences in my first months, I became aware monologues were monotonous, 
potentially painful and humbling in the large classroom. While monologues have a guarantee of 
information dissemination and coverage there is no guarantee of: understanding, learning, interaction 
or analysis related to information passively presented and certainly no opportunity for active learning or 
student engagement.
 
This has driven me to design active, collaborative, enquiry orientated modes of teaching and learning. 
Dialogues not monologues are key, not only between the teacher and students but most importantly 
between the students. I now design all learning activities to involve 
student group interactions for an active and social learning experience 
that involves dialogue, sharing and peer teaching.
 
In addition, I use technology to capture PowerPoint presentations, 
learning feedback sessions, clinical skills techniques and individual 
student learning queries and deposit these videos on Moodle 
for students’ asynchronous access, on demand, in their own 
environment when they are ready to consume. Student access to this 
library of learning materials occurs not only during the course 
I am responsible for, but long after when students are 
treating their own patients and at assessment times in 
the following year.
 
This Award is shared with my students whom I 
recognise as partners in this journey of discovery. 
They have gainful ly  and col laborat ively 
participated in this two-sided learning 
experience and have tested me to strive 
for meaningful,  engaging and 
innovative learning experiences.
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Outstanding Teaching Award

Students’ words of appreciation

Dr Botelho strikes me as someone with fantastic passion in teaching. He gives me the impression that 
he is a type of educator who does not get complacent easily and evidently endeavours to seek avenues 
to improve himself in every aspect – I notice this from the fact that he is extremely keen on listening to 
feedback from the students.

The course is designed to incorporate interactive learning with lots of Q&A opportunities such that 
students have plenty of chances to clarify their doubts among small groups before being clarified 
together with the whole class. This stimulated me to think more critically using my current knowledge 
and not to be simply spoon-fed with answers right from the beginning. Upon the whole class 
discussion, I learnt to point out my own weaknesses or misconceptions and rectify them. I believe that 
the teaching method employed by him greatly helps me to retain the knowledge for a significantly 
longer period of time. 

Stephen SUTANTO
BDS, current student

Dr Botelho has put in great amount of effort to coordinate the fixed prosthodontics course. In fact, it has 
been one of the most organised courses throughout my five years of studies. He provides structure and 
supporting information and is always approachable with questions to prevent students from struggling.

A good feedback is more than just a grade. Dr Botelho encourages two-way feedback and interaction. 
He gives helpful feedbacks that are tailored towards one’s individual piece of work and help to work 
towards improving our clinical skills and experience. He also simulates interesting and engaging 
discussion in tutorials, which inspires and motivates students to learn.

Not only is he a good clinical tutor, he is also a good personal tutor. Apart from helping to fulfil 
the requirement of the course he also sees us make the most of our studies as an individual. He 
understands our academic strengths and areas for improvement and offers advices to help us maximise 
our potentials.

His excellence in teaching will impact and influence the professional lives of students long after 
graduation. Dr Botelho is a great clinician and a truly devoted teacher. 

Teresa HO
BDS 2014
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Dr Botelho is a very devoted teacher, who wears a friendly smile towards his students 24 hours a day. 
He rarely refuses any question raised before him. Instead of simply giving the answer right away, he 
would often raise related questions to guide the students to the right track, to enable them to reach 
the answers to their own questions. It may not fit students who are so used to the spoon-feeding type 
of learning, but indeed inspires many who are willing to learn. Nevertheless, they would usually be 
amazed by his sense of humour, as a free gift.

In addition to the approachability, Dr Botelho is more famous for his nicely-cut teaching video clips 
online. He is probably the pioneer in the Faculty who is so keen on utilising the multimedia platform for 
teaching. Many students find his clips very helpful, when they are reviewing the practical techniques on 
preparation of fixed prosthesis in particular, and for sure, especially on the nights right before practical 
exams!

Brian KWOK and groupmates
BDS 2014
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Outstanding Teaching Award

Dr Cheri CHAN Yu Yan 

陳如茵博士
Faculty of Education 教育學院

I   fundamentally believe that education is the only viable way to redress some of the blatant 
inequalities that exist in our world today. Each student is unique, consequently there is no single 
teaching paradigm that will work everywhere. My task as a teacher educator is to be a visionary, an 

innovator and to create a learning experience that is relevant, meaningful and inspiring for our student-
teachers. I also believe that all students are capable of learning if their teacher can motivate them and 
treat them as individuals. 

My learning from the research that I have done in addressing inequalities in education has helped me 
to critically reflect on practice and, more importantly, enabled me to help student-teachers understand 
how they can make a difference by giving each learner the best possible chance to overcome the 
disadvantages and inequalities that they face. Improving lives through education is what teaching 
should be all about.  
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Students’ words of appreciation

Dr Cheri Chan was very supportive throughout my two-year PGDE programme at the University of 
Hong Kong. She is positive, patient and approachable. She always provided us constructive feedback 
(two stars and a wish) and her lessons were always inspiring. I never felt bored in the class, as her lessons 
were very interactive and hands-on. She encouraged all of us to ask questions and present our ideas to 
class. She used jigsaw grouping lots and it has given us chance to work with everyone in class which 
was fun and interesting. She was a role model for us because she demonstrated what an engaging, 
well-planned and motivating lesson would feel like. She has definitely achieved ‘practise what you 
preach’ in this course. 

SYPEL LEE Yee Wan
PGDE 2014

For me, one of the reasons that Dr Chan’s teaching style stood out amongst all the other teachers I’ve 
ever known, is that she managed to lead by example. Many people would not believe this is possible 
when one is teaching experienced adult teachers how to teach Primary English. A good example is the 
very first lesson when Dr Chan asked everyone to write their name on a piece of card. A simple enough 
task. However, for our class, that was the beginning of individual attention. From that moment she 
tried her hardest to understand the needs and learning styles of each of her students. Dr Chan knew 
that Andrew would always try and do something zany, Dave would always want to revert back to his 
experiences in Japan or Shaun would just love to draw something. When marking our assignments or 
commenting on our class work, she took time to give us individual feedback using praise intertwined 
with recommendations, often using examples from her own teaching experience. The way she 
gave feedback, by not criticising but praising sincerely, meant that students were more comfortable 
making mistakes in an attempt to do something special. When it came to thinking about our Action 
Research projects in the second half of the course, being inspired by her example, I chose to research 
the individual needs and learning styles of my students. I could not help but notice how many of 
my classmates were also thinking the same way and wanted to gain a better understanding of their 
students’ needs and learning styles.

Phil STRIDE
PGDE 2014
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Indeed, the persistence with which activities and discussions were referred back to the scientific 
principles of education is what distinguished Dr Chan’s classes from others I have attended. We were 
constantly encouraged to experiment, to be creative and explore diverse ways of considering issues – 
but always grounded in sound academic theory. If I had to describe Dr Chan’s classes in one sentence, it 
would be ‘The perfect blend of science and humanity’.

Although Dr Chan was patient and understanding with the struggling trainee teachers – while still 
challenging those more comfortable in an academic environment – she was still demanding, always 
inspiring us to try harder and do better. Irrespective of how much time I spent on my lesson preparation 
or how good I thought my classes were, Dr Chan always found ways to improve my teaching, which I 
have been able to implement for the benefit of my students.

Kevin WORTHINGTON
PGDE 2014

All the tasks required us to either work or think about the theory behind. It is never the traditional way (Dr 
Chan talking while us taking notes). Finally, I think most of the things that I learned from the lectures are 
practical because I can use most of them in my own lesson. For example, the way Dr Chan carry out some 
of the discussions (getting everyone involved by grouping them randomly and assigning them different 
roles). How she lead us to come up with ideas instead of giving them to us directly. In the end, I enjoyed 
every lesson and I think the students who are taking her lesson will feel the same as well.

 John YU 
PGDE 2014

Throughout the entire two-year course, Cheri demonstrated an extremely high level of both 
professionalism and humanism for a professor. From a professional point of view, she was very well 
prepared, more so than any other university professor that we encountered throughout our time at 
university as both undergraduate and postgraduate students and made classes easy to follow and 
accessible to all through the use of a large range of excellent PowerPoints, engaging activities and 
collaborative tasks. Cheri created a fantastic learning environment from which all the participants on 
the course could benefit. Instead of simply preaching good methods as so many professors often do, 
Cheri incorporated those methods into her own course to clearly model and highlight aspects of good 
teaching practice. In particular, she clearly modelled the need for teachers to set clear goals and targets for 
their students and the importance of collaborative input. Thanks to modelling such practices in our HKU 
classes, we were able to clearly see how useful such practices were and as a result are now experiencing a 
greater degree of success in our current teaching positions after implementing them too. Furthermore, we 
have been able to pass on the knowledge and skills we acquired to our colleagues and this has had a very 
beneficial effect on the planning and implementation of the English language programme at our school. 
It is paramount that teacher trainers practise what they preach and mirror good teaching practice in their 
own teaching, a skill at which Cheri excels.

Dave COOPER and Rachel SYKES
PGDE 2014
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Dr Amy CHOW Yin Man

周燕雯博士
Department of Social Work and Social Administration 社會工作及社會行政學系

Professional social work targets the disadvantaged and the needy and has high expectations of 
the competence level of practitioners. We work in an ever-changing social, economic and cultural 
context where new problems are constantly emerging. Switching from the frontline social work 

profession, I hope I can nurture more social workers-to-be to serve the community. 

Developing professional competence requires empowering and promoting reflexivity in students as 
lifelong learners to enable them to cope with change. As a teacher on this demanding professional 
degree, my goal is to sensitise the empathetic hearts of my students in responding to the suffering 
of disadvantaged groups, ignite their passion to promote change and initiate their knowledge-based 
and purpose-driven careers. Inspired by “He who has a why to live for can bear almost any how”, the 
famous quote from Nietzsche, I believe that cultivating a purpose-driven learning environment is the 
foundation of good teaching. In parallel, my teaching is steered by this purpose-driven theme, which 
helps me to overcome different challenges. Some of my students are struggling through their earlier 
difficult experiences induced from family issues, poverty, or health challenges. I am so proud to see 
the transformation of their suffering to motivation to serve those who are still struggling in adverse life 
experiences. They also act as teachers to other students who have less diversified 
life experiences. More importantly, it evidences that people can change and 
grow through suffering.

This purpose-driven teaching philosophy is working for non-social 
work students too. Students taking my common core courses on dying 
and bereavement as well as mental health, shared that they had better 
understanding on how to support their friends or family members who 
are facing bereavement or mental health challenges.

I do believe that university is a place for students to search for 
their life meaning and to develop their empathy. That is the 
reason why I stay in the teaching profession.
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Students’ words of appreciation

Dr Amy Chow has been an excellent mentor, teacher and supervisor. As a research postgraduate 
student under her supervision, I have been inspired by her passion for research and teaching. Dr Chow 
is not only knowledgeable in research methodology, she teaches us to ask constructive research 
questions that can benefit the society. I have learned more under the supervision of Dr Chow than 
I have in any class room through her method of experiential learning where we all have hands-on 
experience with data sets, teaching tutorials, research and literature review. The successful experience in 
muddling through the process develops our confidence to move on our own studies. She respects our 
interest and tries to inspire us to develop our own focus in the academic world. Dr Chow cares about 
all of her students deeply and she makes sure that we are headed in the right direction both personally 
and academically. It requires time and patience to guide all of us along our path, and I feel that Dr Chow 
sets time aside out of her extremely busy schedule for all of us. By following her example, I can see that 
caring for the students is fundamental for the growth of the students. I have learned from her to really 
listen to the students. 

Monica BORSCHEL
PhD, current student

I took Dr Amy Chow’s elective course ‘Frontiers in Interventions around Death, Dying and Bereavement’ 
last year. Dr Chow is undoubtedly a passionate teacher who emphasises on all-round learning 
experiences. Apart from normal teaching and student presentations, she has prepared experiential 
workshop, field visits, lesson activities and guest lecture. It was the most fruitful journey of learning that 
I have experienced in HKU. She is good at enhancing and deepening our learning through innovative 
way. I could still remember how she used TVB drama to illustrate and analyse the grieving reactions of 
losing spouse. It was impressive to me that how theories and teaching could be linked up closely with 
my daily lives.

Amy is not just a scholar but experienced frontline counsellor as well. With her expertise in counselling 
and casework, she shared her clinical experience and personal stories to demonstrate how different 
theories apply to the real case scenario. Her teaching enriched my profession and my understanding 
on knowledge; her passion and empathetic attitude towards social work profession have greatly 
encouraged me to devote in the field of grief and bereavement counselling after graduation. I was 
moved in numerous moments during her lecture. She let me know that working with elderly, patients 
and bereaved family could be a great blessing, not just towards clients but towards workers as well.

Jason WONG Tsz Leung 
MSW, current student
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Dr Amy Chow is a responsible and humble teacher who really pays effort in teaching. Before each lecture, 
she uploaded detailed PowerPoint note or tidy and informative teaching note for students to prepare the 
lesson. As I have taken Dr Chow’s course since Year 1 (around three courses until Year 3 Semester 1), I can 
see her consistent sincerity towards teaching across different nature of courses. She is highly impressed 
as a diligent teacher who includes up-to-date literature and references (which include publication of 
the recent months). Dr Chow also spent her time to read different literature and references in order to 
teach some topics that are new to her. Following her role model, we have no excuses for not reading. Her 
kindness, friendly attitude towards students, willingness to share her own experience in social work field 
and her effort made in academic work gained lots of positive comments from different year’s students. 
Her attitude towards teaching and learning is a good model for students to follow. 

LAM Tsz Ki 
BSW, current student

I consider Dr Amy Chow to be one of the best lecturers at the University of Hong Kong. I have known 
her for more than two years, and as far as I have observed, Dr Chow has been very passionate towards 
her teaching and research, and also always well prepared for her lecture. She is very responsive towards 
her students not only on the academic area, but also other general issues, like future planning. As a 
student of Dr Chow, I have received lots of valuable feedbacks and advices regarding my study, as well 
as strong encouragement. She is very friendly and considerate, thus enables students to bring out their 
maximum potentials and interests under the easy and clear instruction. Moreover, Dr Chow is also very 
attentive on her students, and never fails to discover our difficulties and limitations on learning. Indeed, 
she tries her best to improve the learning environment of her students. 

Ye Ji PARK 
BSW, current student

Dr Amy Chow is not only a great teacher in class, but also an excellent mentor after class. Dr Chow 
engages very well with our learning during the lectures. She asks us about our understanding of the 
content from time to time, to make sure we can catch up with her. Furthermore, she is patient to answer 
our questions with detailed explanations. Not only does she offer assistance to my coursework, such 
as research project; she also gives me much advice to my future career. Whenever I come across with 
questions or confusion about the project, she does not hesitate to talk to me after class and gives me 
much assistance. Besides, Dr Chow is a great mentor regarding my future career. She inspires me with 
the multiple choices or directions to pursue my goal. More importantly, Dr Chow always encourages 
me, which gives me loads of confidence. 

KAN Man Ki
BSocSc, current student
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Ms Miranda Gillian LEGG 

Centre for Applied English Studies 應用英語中心

When my friends and family ask me what I do and I tell them I am an English teacher, they 
usually make some kind of comment about how nice it must be to have such long school 
holidays! When I then explain to them that I don’t teach children, I teach university students, 

they assume that I teach English literature. After some more clarification, they come to understand that 
what I do is help my students develop their English language skills so that they can become better 
readers, writers and speakers of academic English. 

Many adults forget what it was like to be a new university student. New students struggle to 
understand what their professors expect of them in terms of their writing and speaking. A student 
might be asked to write an essay and so they write it in the format taught to them at secondary school. 
They are then told that their writing is too ‘simplistic’ or not ‘academic enough’, yet that student doesn’t 
understand how to improve. A good English teacher understands just this type of struggle. They can 
put themselves in their students’ shoes. 

From my experience, students can sense when a teacher is really able to 
understand their needs and they appreciate a passionate attempt to help 
them develop the skills which they are lacking. I believe that this is what 
good English teaching is about. It is about identifying students’ needs. 
It is about creating practice tasks which develop those missing skills. It 
is about giving multiple rounds of feedback on students’ work so that 
they can become more independent learners. It is about developing 
meaningful assessments where students can get feedback on what 
they have achieved and what they still need to develop. In short, it is 
about developing lifelong learning skills. 

At the end of a course, I aim to have given each of my 
students a better understanding of their strengths and 
weaknesses. And if I have done my job well, they will have 
a better idea of what their next professor wants when 
he / she asks them to write an essay. 
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Students’ words of appreciation

I met Ms Miranda Legg in the Core University English course offered by the Centre for Applied English 
Studies in my first semester as a student at HKU. Her lessons have always been inspiring and innovative 
since she incorporates various interactive teaching methods such as debates, role playing and 
individual consultation into her classes. During my semester with her, my confidence in using English 
has been greatly enhanced.

Although students had a diverse background of English, she managed to cater for the differences in 
their needs. In class, Ms Legg guided weaker students by asking them leading questions, whilst for more 
advanced learners, she would look for more in-depth and critical responses. Regardless of whatever 
means she utilised, she has succeeded in finding the equilibrium of teaching between the more and 
less able students.

Apart from class, she is also a good life companion. Ms Legg is open-hearted to listen to all sorts of 
experiences of students – be it joyous or challenging. As a first-year student, I sometimes found it 
perplexing to plan and balance my university life. She gave me most constructive advice every time I 
approached her. Albeit very busy with her teaching and managerial work, she selflessly advised me on 
things unrelated to the course. Not only is Ms Legg a language teacher, but also a life teacher.

Enoch WONG Chi Lok 
BA, current student

Ms Miranda Legg is a charismatic, charming and engaging instructor who goes above and beyond, in 
the interests of her students and their education. I met her first in the course ‘Professional and Technical 
Communication for Medical Engineering Students’ and from the first class, I was hooked. That I actively 
looked forward to her class is a testament to Miranda’s ability to interest, excite and educate her pupils, 
even through some of the most droll of topics e.g. Complicated Technical Medical Terms. Her ability to 
engage the class in active discussion, the confident charisma she exudes whilst teaching, has made 
me see her as the ideal role model many instructors should aspire to. I hope that, in the near future, she 
might start teaching the course ‘Professional and Technical Communication for Teachers’, for the benefit 
of students everywhere!

Murtaza RANGWALLA 
BEng, current student
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Ms Miranda Legg was the instructor of CAES9920 in my Year 2 study. I believe what Ms Legg offered me 
extended beyond what the course was originally designed for. She is well-prepared and detail-oriented 
in delivering the course knowledge. She is helpful and patient and whenever we have questions, 
we can get timely support during one-on-one consultation in class, during office hours or via email. 
In addition to course materials, she also shares with us the techniques she uses in her postgraduate 
research and thesis, which still influence my essay writing now. She thinks highly of each individual’s 
participation in the course and is open to dialogue on anything we feel. One thing in particular that I 
remember is my class even had a discussion where we voiced out our concerns and doubts towards 
the essay grading criterion. She took our negative reflections seriously and walked us through things 
we had misinterpreted with great patience. Ms Legg is a kind, incredibly friendly, and inspiring teacher. 
The course has become a fruitful memory of my university life and I am always grateful to have had her 
as my teacher!

PANG Bin
BEcon&Fin, current student

Ms Miranda Legg was my teacher last semester. She is an ordinary teacher, who is good at guiding, 
listening and caring. This means everything to a new university student. Even though I am not in her class 
now, I still remember the afternoons when we stayed behind in the classroom to discuss everything, 
from politics to economics, from humanity to globalisation, from science to literature. For example, I still 
remember the day we finished a spoken discussion about different forms of government (e.g. communist, 
capitalist, monarchy) and I asked her if she thought there was a superior regime. She said that she thought 
that all regimes do not purely consist of one single political doctrine. They are a mixture and integration of 
multiple doctrines. It is up to us to judge whether a kind of regime is bad or not. 

Every time I meet her on the street she always greets me sincerely with a warm smile, just like the 
first time I entered the classroom with unease and worry. On that first day she just said “Come in, how 
are you?” and greeted us with a warm smile. She always smiled at me, greeted me and inspired me. 
Thank you, Ms Miranda, thank you, my teacher, my friend, my guider. You have given me a wonderful 
introduction to English as well as lifelong study.

XU Kexing 
BSc, current student
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