Planning the Centennial Campus
An Open Process for a Visionary Project
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Centennial Campus

Vision, direction and development
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The University of Hong Kong (HKU) is moving towards

ition as a major i h-led university. To prepare for the

implementation of the new four-year curriculum, HKU will develop a

Centennial Campus, adjoining the existing Main Campus to the west, This will

provide the important additional space to support the University's core
functions of teaching and ressarch as it moves into its second century.

To help the University develop an innovative master plan and concept design

for the Centennial Campus and Mam campus, four architectural oonsomu, auch
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a local and an il firm, are
the Ideas generation process. Thelr key concepts are lllustrated In this Isallst.
The University is keen to hear the views of all its stakeholders in this
important new stage of our development by engaging the whole community.
Four Planning Principles represent HKU's vision of a “University District”,
which inspires and enriches the lives of those who learn, work and visit here.
1 The Learning Community The ever-changing University landscape must
support the intellectual curiosity, social well-being and spiritual life of all
its residents and visitors.
Tln Environment and Herltage Ths University cherishes its uniqua natural
and seeks a ity that respects its history,
culture and natural sstting.
A Unified Campus Each physical change to the University estates —
building, open spacs, neighbourhood — should enrich and harmonise with
the whale cammunity.
4 An Open and Respected Process As an integral part of Hong Kong, the
University invites all who have an interest in its future to share their views.

‘What do you think?

To cater for the student growth in the next five to ten years, the design
concept for the University's development must be decided in the second
quarter of 2006, so that site formation work can begin in late 2006. HKU
invites and walcomes your involverment in the future development of the premier
university in Hong Kong.
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LD Asia /
Capita Percy Thomas

“Our proposal ... enhances the marvellous landscape context [of
HKU]; connects its buildings and spaces, maximises guality
accommodation and creates a powerful, sustalnable Identity befitting
its place amang the world's leading universities.

“The Centannlal Campus wlll be a ‘learning landscape’, smerging
as a netwark of green fingers from the contours of the mountainside,
and sweeping northwards to angage with the city.

“From the Centennial buildings a podium extends eastwards
through the length of the existing campus, linking new and old
buildings and providing the vital, integrated community space that
every great university needs at its heart.
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“At the centre of the enlarged campus is a new,
gateway, linking to the city and MTR, and providing balance to the
campus as a whole. It Is marked with a tower of sculptural beauty that
will express the civic stature of HKU for the 21st century and carry its
image to the world.”
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Dennis Lau & Ng Chun Man
Architects & Engineers (H.K.) Ltd. /
Skidmore Owings and Merrill

“Our vision for the campus of HKU is to redi: the
history and geography of the slte. This will act as a guide to improve
circulation, organise new buildings and public space, create natural
parkland and moments of beauty and respite, and reconnect the
university to the neighbouring community and to the country park.
“Five ‘green fingers’, aligned with the valleys descending from the
hills, will be restored and bscome key open spaces.
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“Our Centennial Campus design ... is centred on the
Courtyard’, where all key pedestrian lInks converge. Surrounding the
Courtyard on three levels are teaching facilities, amenities, and the
Learning Commons, ringed by three distinct towers serving the
Faculties of Arts, Social Sciences and Law.

“The podium is carefully shaped to fit the existing hill, and the
faculty towers are arranged to maximise sunlight into the Courtyard and
form a ‘quad’ with the mountain.”
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Wong & Ouyang (HK) Ltd. /
Sasaki Associates, Inc. .

“Qur Master Plan is founded on sustainable principles, the heritage
of the campus buildings and landscape, and judicious use of resoun:ss
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"Space needs are met through the addition of the
Campus, a new South Campus, and the active reuse of existing
buildings.

“A new campus framework identified by the University Main Street,
the Civic Spine and Academic Courtyards unites the entire estate,
renders it understandable and easy to navigate, and creates the setting
for a vibrant and interactive learning environment.

“The Maln Campus realises a new identity and sense of place by the
creation of a new front door and the enhancement of the Lily Pond as
the campus heart.

“Strong and campus are
achieved by three gateways that link the University Street to the local
strests, the MTR, bus stops and Student Villages.”
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“Three themes define our plan:
East-West connections  One pedestrian pathway — Unlversity Walk — connects

and defines the campus,
Green In the west.

The Learning Commons acts as a physical gateway between the Green and
the eastern campus precinct, and establishes a uniquely recognisable image
for the University in the 21st century.

North-South connectlons By bridging Centennial Green to the MTR,
opportunities to integrate new open spaces are introduced. These reinforce the
connection between the campus and the city, establish identifiable ‘entrances’
to the campus, and Introduce a greater emphasls on the potentlal of the
landscape as both an important visual and recreational element.
Sustalnable design  Sustainable strategies for energy efficiency, circulation
and vehicular penetration balance [current and long-term needs]. In the process
this creates an elegant and integrated design that we are confident would place
HKU as one of the greatest campuses in the world.”

‘Basad an description propared by the architechural consartum

inking] Sun Yat Sen Place in the east with Centennial
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